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(Introduction)
Amsterdam/New Amsterdam: The Worlds of Henry Hudson
Four hundred years ago, in April 1609, the English-born explorer Henry Hudson set out from Amsterdam, seeking a new route to Asia. Five months later, Hudson and his crew became the first Europeans to sail up the river that today bears his name. Their reports of the rich natural resources of the region now called New York sparked the interest of Dutch merchants and planted the seeds of a small outpost that would become one of the most important cities in world history. 

That outpost – New Amsterdam – grew up under the wing of the city after which it was named: Amsterdam, the leading city of the Dutch Republic. It began its life as a company town, run by the Amsterdam chamber of the Dutch West India Company. As it grew into a settlement in its own right, New Amsterdam’s Dutch origins remained very much in evidence, in its street names, building types, form of government, business institutions, and in the remarkably diverse population that walked its rough streets. 

New Amsterdam also echoed the dynamics at work in the Dutch Republic of the early 1600s. The administrators of the young town came from a world in transition. The Dutch were on a remarkable trajectory: their tiny young nation had declared its independence from the formidable Spanish empire only a generation earlier. In the course of mere decades, they became the most powerful trading force in the world, with colonies reaching from Asia to Africa to South America to the shores of Manhattan. As citizens of one of the modern world’s first republics, the Dutch were experimenting with radical new ways of thinking about politics, about social relations, and about religion. New Amsterdam became one stage upon which those new ideas were tested. 

These dynamics helped make New Amsterdam a very different place than neighboring colonial cities and gave it a distinctively Dutch flavor. In its history—in its remarkable diversity, in its active market places, and in its contentious politics—it revealed a common spirit with the American city it would become. 

(object labels)
Claes Jansz Visscher, Panorama van Amsterdam en het IJ (Panoramic View of Amsterdam across the River IJ), 1611
Digital reproduction

Courtesy of the National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

The prominence of Amsterdam as the trading capital of the world is depicted in allegory below this sweeping view of the city’s busy port two years after Hudson set sail. The female figure sitting in the enclosed “garden of Holland” is the City Virgin of Amsterdam, surrounded by figures representing the continents of the world delivering their goods. Views like this one by Claes Jansz Visscher (1587–1652) were intended to boost the pride of a city’s citizens and government.

De Stadt Nieuw Amsterdam gelegen op het Eylandt Manhattans in Nieuw Nederlandt (The City of New Amsterdam on the Island of Manhattan in New Netherland), c. 1650
Digital reproduction of two-leaf watercolor

Courtesy of the Austrian National Library / Österreichische Nationalbibliothek

This view of New Amsterdam in 1650 stands in sharp contrast to the bustling port of Amsterdam. Attributed to Augustijn Heerman, a prominent New Amsterdam merchant and noted cartographer, it shows the village in a run-down condition, perhaps to underline to the Dutch government the shortcomings of the West India Company’s administration of the colony. The discovery of this watercolor sketch in Austria in 1992 made it the first previously unknown image of New Amsterdam to be found since the early 20th century.

(A text)
Henry Hudson & the Age of Exploration 
Henry Hudson commanded four different voyages in the uncharted North Atlantic between 1607 and 1611, sailing once for the Dutch and three times for their English competitors. The voyages were part of a great race for wealth, knowledge, and strategic advantage among European rivals. Hudson’s Dutch and English employers were competing not only with each other, but with the powerful Spanish and Portuguese empires, which had pioneered sea exploration and dominated the lucrative trade with Asia.

Hudson’s voyages took place in the context of what Europeans experienced as an age of unbounded possibility and astonishing discoveries. Ever since explorers demonstrated more than a century earlier that there was a continent lying across the Atlantic between Europe and Asia, Europeans had ventured out to investigate the new lands—and to continue to seek a way around them to Asia. In the process, they began to re-map their world and ushered in an age of globalization. The era profoundly changed both the “Old World” and what they called the “New” one, generating new technologies, new information, new sources of wealth, and new relationships of power.

(object labels)
Cornelis de Man, Geographers at Work, 1670

Hamburger Kunsthalle, HK-239

Astronomers and cartographers became popular subjects in Dutch painting in the second half of the 17th century, as the scientific revolution gained momentum. Often the two are portrayed together—either in a single painting or in companion portraits—as an allegory: the student of the heavens searching for spiritual guidance, and the student of the earth searching for the right course in temporal life. 

Terrestrial Globe, 1618
Jodocus Hondius the Younger 

The CITCO Collection

The first true depictions of the earth as a globe were created in antiquity. In the early modern period, they became connected not only to navigation, voyages of discovery, and science, but also associated with trade, wealth, and conspicuous consumption by their collectors. This rare, early terrestrial globe was produced by Jodocus Hondius the Younger (1597-1651), one of the best-known Dutch globe makers of the 1600s, who also published books and maps.

W. Barentsz/C. Claesz, Deliniatio cartæ trium navigationum per Batavos, ad Septentrionalem plagam (Map of three voyages made by the Dutch to the Northern Regions), 1598
The CITCO Collection 

Dutch explorer Willem Barentsz (1550–1597) made three voyages in search of a Northeast Passage, the results of which are incorporated in this map, compiled and published in Amsterdam by Cornelis Claesz (1592–1665). Indicated, on the east coast of Nova Zembla, is the location of the Behouden Huys (Saved House), where Barentsz and his crew wintered during his third voyage. The line running to the point indicates the route of this voyage, from which Barentsz did not return.

Hendrik Hondius, Poli Arctici et Circumiacentium Terrarum Descriptio Novissima (The North Pole and Surrounding Areas Newly Described), 1636

The CITCO Collection

This map of the Arctic Seas correctly shows Hudson Bay as a bay, and not as a sea, but includes the non-existent river to the south for which Hudson was searching. 

The failed northern expeditions to Asia undertaken by the Dutch eventually did yield a dividend. They pursued a thriving whaling industry in the Arctic, as shown in the scenes of whaling activities around the map’s borders.

Joan Blaeu, Asiae descriptio novissima (The most recent description of Asia), 1659

The CITCO Collection

Europeans originally traveled overland to Asia. By the 15th century, these overland routes had become impassable because the central control exercised by the Mongols during their reign had collapsed, along with their empire. This Europeans had to find other ways to reach Asia. 
Gerardus Mercator, Nova et Aucta Orbis Terrae Descriptio ad Usum Navigatium Emendate (World map for use by navigators), 1569

Reproduction

The CITCO Collection

This method of projecting a round globe on a flat surface—first published by Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator—greatly aided world exploration. While the Mercator projection distorts the size of large objects, due to the increase of scale when moving from the Equator to the poles (see the bottom right corner), it has the immense advantage of representing straight course lines from every point of the globe. While this made navigation more accurate, it was an innovation that took some time to gain the acceptance of sailors. 

Gerardus Mercator and Jodocus Hondius Sr., 1606
Engraving

The CITCO Collection

This engraving shows two of the most renowned cartographers in Europe: Gerardus Mercator (1512-1594), famous for the new map projection he devised, and Jodocus Hondius (1563-1612), another Flemish cartographer. This engraving was included in a 1606 edition of the Atlas sive cosmographicæ meditationes, in which many prints from copper plates by Mercator were printed alongside new maps by Hondius.
Josua van den Ende / Willem Blaeu, Nova Totius Terrarum Orbis Geographica ac Hydrographica Tabula (New Geographic and Hydrographic Map of the Entire World), c. 1630

The CITCO Collection

This map is one of the finest examples of the blending of art and science in the Dutch Republic in the 17th century. It is surrounded by representations of the four elements, the four seasons, signs of the zodiac, and the Seven Wonders of the World from antiquity.

 

Nicolaes Eliasz Pickenoy, Man with a Celestial Globe, 1624

Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, bequest of Harry G. Sperling, 1976.100.22   

The globe may signify this unidentified man’s profession, or simply an amateur interest in astronomy. 

In the 1620s and 1630s, Dutch painter Nicolaes Pickenoy (1588–1650/56) enjoyed a flourishing career painting large schutterij (militia) pictures as well as single and pendant portraits of prominent citizens. 

Expeditio Francisci Draki eqvitis Angli in Indias Occidentales A. M.D.LXXXV (Francis Drake’s Expedition to Anglia in the East Indies). 1588

Begun by Walter Bigges; Completed by Lieutenant Croftes

Leydæ and F. Raphelengium
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

Interest in descriptions of newfound countries and voyages of discovery was very high in the late 1500s. The wide range of publications available in the Dutch Republic is evident in the books on display here, including this Latin translation of Francis Drake’s expedition for an international audience.

Itinerario, voyage ofte schipvaert… naer Oost ofte Portugaels Indien

(Travels to the Portuguese East Indies), 1596

Jan Huyghen van Linschoten 

The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

Jan Huyghen van Linschoten’s book on the East Indies inspired Dutch expeditions to Asia.
Beschryvinghe vande voyagie om den geheelen werelt cloot, ghedaen door Olivier van Noort (Description of a Voyage around the Whole World by Olivier van Noort), 1602 

The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

This volume describes the voyage of Olivier van Noort (c. 1558-1627), who set out west from Rotterdam in 1598 on a quest to capture Spanish treasure and conduct trade in Asia. He returned three years later, having completed the first Dutch circumnavigation of the globe. By the voyage's end, he had just one of his three ships and less than 20 percent of his original crew.

Vvaerachtige historie en beschrĳuinge eens landts in America gheleghen... (Description of America and its inhabitants, who are without God and cannibals), 1595

Hans Staden. Amstelredam, for C. Claesz 

The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

This is a Dutch translation of the account of German mariner Hans Staden’s sojourn in Portuguese Brazil in the 1500s, including sensational accounts of cannibalism by the native people.

Manuscript of a private navigation manual, 1680-1683

Matheus Rogiers

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

These pages from apprentice Matheus Rogiers’s navigation manual show, on the left, his notes about the course of the planets around the sun, according the Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe. The right page shows the proper use of a navigational instrument, the cross-staff.

(B text)
Seeking a Northern Passage 

Because the Spanish and Portuguese, who began exploring in the 1400s, carefully guarded the long southern route to Asia around the tip of Africa, the trading nations of northern Europe sought a northern alternative. Dutch geographer Petrus Plancius argued in favor of a route directly over the North Pole, which he believed would be unblocked by ice in the summer. It was this route that Hudson tried on his first voyage.

Other cartographers and scientists were convinced that the Northeast Passage, along the northern coast of Russia, was viable and that the only problem was to find the right route and the right season. During the second part of the 1500s, many attempts were made by Danish, Norse, English, and Dutch explorers. The most famous of these was sponsored by the city council of Amsterdam: the voyage by Dutch navigators Jacob van Heemskerck and Willem Barentsz in 1596-97. They reached as far as Nova Zembla, an archipelago north of Russia, before becoming icebound and spending 10 months eking out survival in a makeshift shelter. The objects on view here were excavated four hundred years later from the “saved house” where the explorers spent the winter. Hudson returned to this area a decade later on his second voyage.

(object labels)
Gerrit de Veer, Untitled [Nova Zembla Expedition: Ice bound boats]/ Untitled [Exterior of the Saved House], 1598

Digital reproductions of engravings

Courtesy The CITCO Collection

These images, based on the journal of Barentsz’s crew member Gerrit de Veer, provide details about the crew’s winter on the ice. De Veer’s journal was published soon after the voyage and went into many reprints in Dutch, English, and, as in this case, German.  

Cast iron rapier, c. 1596

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 

The Saved House contents included items used by Barentsz and his crew for defense, such as the cast-iron hilt of this rapier, or sword.

Brass button/Wooden drumstick/Decorated inkwell, c. 1596

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 

Among the objects found at the Saved House site were items used by Barentsz and his crew. 

Pewter pitcher/ Pewter candleholder/ Copper coins/ Decorated wood and pewter plaque depicting Charity, c. 1596

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 

The expedition brought items like these with them for purposes of trade and diplomacy rather than for personal use. In preparing for his own voyages, Henry Hudson consulted an existing inventory of the Barentsz voyage to determine what he should take.

Steel spoon, c. 1596

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam

A metal spoon like this one would have been used by an officer. The members of the crew would have used spoons made of wood.

(B text)
Tools of the Trade

The voyages that Hudson and his contemporaries attempted were perilous. To navigate uncharted waters required not only courage, but innovation, new technology, and lots of trial and error. On the open seas, with no landmarks and no reliable maps, seafarers used various means to determine their location. The most basic was dead reckoning: calculating position from speed, direction, and time. But this was easily thrown off by changing winds and currents, so they also relied upon the position of the stars and the sun to measure distance from the Equator, and they took advantage of improved navigational instruments, like cross-staffs, astrolabes, and quadrants, which could measure latitude more accurately. Measuring east-west progress remained a problem for centuries. 

Practical seafarers worked closely with scientists back home to update information about winds, currents, and tides, trace the layout of newly discovered lands, and record new geographical, astronomical, and cartographical knowledge. They noted information about shorelines, depth, and position in ships’ logs and annotated their navigational books and maps to transit to cartographers. Slowly, the maps evolved to reflect the latest knowledge of the world.

(object labels)
Gerardus Mercator, Atlas Sive Cosmographicae Meditationes (Atlas or Considerations of Cosmography, aka the Mercator-Hondius Atlas), 1623

The CITCO Collection

Gerardus Mercator planned a comprehensive collection of maps, but died before he could complete the project. His son issued the first collection the following year. Jodocus Hondius Sr., a leading mapmaker of the Dutch Golden Age, bought the rights and the copper plates of the collection in 1606 and added decorative maps of his own. Over the next quarter century, the term “atlas,” coined by Mercator himself, became the standard name for a collection of maps, bound in a volume.

This atlas is opened to a two-page map entitled Insulae Indiae Orientalis (Spice Islands).

(rotation object)

Lugdunum Batavorum, Franciscus Raphelengius, Speculum Nauticum, 1591

The CITCO Collection

Lucas Jansz Waghenaer was a renowned Dutch cartographer who lived and worked in the port town of Enkhuizen. This is a 1591 Latin edition of his 1584 Spieghel der Zeevaert (Mariner’s Mirror). A 1588 edition in English became so famous that sea-charts were for a long time called ‘Waggonners’ in English. 

Celestial globe, 1618

Jodocus Hondius the Younger

The CITCO Collection

Globes were expensive objects, often depicted in portraits as a symbol of wealth and erudition. This celestial globe is one of a pair by Hondius featured in this exhibition. It is extremely rare to find a matching pair of globes from this early period.

Cross-staff, 1791

Gerard Hulst van Keulen

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam


The cross-staff, first used by mariners in the early 1500s, helped to determine a vessel's position north or south of the equator by measuring the altitude of Polaris (the North Star) or the sun. It was used by holding the staff up to the eye and adjusting one cross piece to fill the perceived distance between a celestial body and the horizon. The position of the cross piece on the scale then indicated the altitude of the star.  

Telescope, 17th century


Joseph Howe, London


National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam 

The telescope was invented in the Dutch city of Middelburg at the beginning of the 17th century.

Compass, c. 1700

Johannes van Keulen

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam 

Compasses were first used in China over two thousand years ago and were employed for maritime navigation as early as the 1100s. They were key in the early sea exploration by the Portuguese and became an essential tool in the navigator's kit.

Sounding lead, c. 1743
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam 

The sounding line is a length of thin rope with a plummet, usually made of lead, at its end. It was used to measure the depth of the water. This sounding lead was found in the wreck of the Dutch East India Company ship Hollandia, which was lost in 1743 near Cornwall, Great Britain.

Chip log and drogue, 1850–1900
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam 

To measure a ship's speed, sailors tossed a knotted line or rope from the stern with a buoyant, wedge-shaped drogue that kept the line afloat. By using a half-minute glass, sailors could count the number of knots that played out in 30 seconds, thus calculating their speed.
Mariner's astrolabe, c. 1590

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam

The first recorded use of the mariner's astrolabe was by the Portuguese in 1481.  Like the cross-staff, the astrolabe is used to measure the elevation of a star above the horizon.  The user sights the star along the pivoting bar in the center, and measures the angle above the horizon using the scale on the perimeter of the ring. In the 16th century, the instrument was also called a dial ring. The discs of this astrolabe are lost, showing only a partial instrument.

Pair of dividers, or caliper compasses, 17th century

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam

These devices are compasses with inward and outward facing points. The tips of the caliper are adjusted to fit across the points on a map to be measured; the caliper is then removed and the distance read by measuring between the tips with a measuring tool, such as a ruler.

(B text)
Henry Hudson and His Voyages

Hudson was first employed by the English Muscovy Company in 1607 to try to sail directly over the North Pole. His voyage was stopped by ice, so a year later he tried the Northeast Passage, getting as far east as Nova Zembla. Again ice stopped him, and he became convinced that both routes were unviable. 

Yet his 1609 voyage for the Dutch started in the same direction. Blocked by ice yet again, Hudson defied orders and turned west. He explored the North American coast as far south as the Chesapeake Bay before returning north and entering the river that now bears his name. When the upper river proved unnavigable, the crew sailed back south, trading goods and occasionally blows with local inhabitants, and noting the presence of a large island on the east bank. They returned to Europe with tantalizing reports of an abundant beaver population.

In 1610, Hudson, aboard the English bark Discovery, explored the north coast of Canada, entering a vast bay that would later be named after him. Convinced that it was an ocean, he explored it for 10 months, including a winter spent trapped by ice. The exhausted crew mutinied and set Hudson adrift, along with his son, John, and seven others. They were never seen again.
(object labels)
Portrait of a man, thought to be Henry Hudson

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Hulton Archive/ Getty Images

Very little biographical information is known about Henry Hudson. He was an English navigator who lived in London. He had a wife, Katherine, and three sons, Oliver, John, and Richard. It is possible that he descended from Henry Hudson the elder, alderman of London in 1555. All other information we have pertains to the four voyages that Hudson made between 1607 and 1611. There were many depictions of the man, all speculative, as no verified contemporary portrait is known.
(object grouping label)
Henry Hudson and his crew passed through three tribal areas, the territories of the Unami, the Munsee, and the Mahican. As Hudson and first mate Robert Juet recorded in their journals, each group brought gifts or items to trade, represented here by modern replicas made using traditional techniques by members of the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape. James Adams of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian has interpreted the objects to indicate that the tribes had varying perceptions of the interaction with Hudson: The first group’s gifts suggest honoring visitors from the spirit world; items from the second group underline the barter relationship; and the beads from the third group were symbols of a mutual agreement, suggesting that the bearers might have been seeking a military alliance. The Halve Maen was also attacked three times, near Gravesend Bay on September 6, on October 1 near Haverstraw, and on October 2 about six miles above the northern tip of Manhattan.

Tobacco Pipe, 2009

Made by Rich Joseph

Tobacco Pouch, 2009

Made by Tyrese Gould

11 September 1609:  “The people of the country came aboard of us, making show of love, and gave us tobacco and Indian wheat, and departed for that night; but we durst not trust them.”  --Robert Juet

Baskets, 2009

Made by Tyrese Gould

Raccoon hide

Lent by Tyrese Gould

19 September 1609:  “…the people of the country came flocking aboard…and many brought us beavers' skins, and otters' skins, which we bought for beads, knives and hatchets. So we rode there all night.” --Robert Juet

Wampum belt, 2009

Made by Tyrese Gould

Broken arrow, 2009

Made by Rich Joseph

18 September 1609: “As they saw that I didn’t want to stay, they thought I was afraid of their bows, so they took the arrows, broke them into pieces and threw those onto the fire.” –Henry Hudson

21 September 1609: “…the canoes and folks went all on shore, but some of them came again and brought stropes of beads; some b[e]ad six seven, eight, nine, ten, and gave him.” –Robert Juet
Henry Hudson receiving his commission from the Dutch East India Co., 19th century

Digital reproduction

Courtesy  Print Collection, Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs, The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations

Frederik de Wit, Septemtrionaliora AMERICÆ á Groenland, per Freta Davidis et Hudson, ad Terra Novam (The northernmost sea coasts of America, from Greenland through the Davis Strait and the Hudson Strait, as far as Terra Neuf), 1675
The CITCO Collection

After Hudson's exploration of the bay named after him, finding the Northwest Passage remained attractive to many explorers. The sketchy parts of the coastline on this 1675 map make clear that there were still some unexplored areas, which offered possibilities. In the end, the Northwest Passage remained elusive until Roald Amundsen finally succeeded in 1906.
Hessel Gerritsz, Descriptio ac delineatio geographica detectionis freti sive transitus [...](Description and map of the discovery of an inlet or passage to the west above the American lands to China), 1612 
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

The book contains the Tabula Nautica (sea chart) in which are pictured the coastlines and seaways Henry Hudson visited in 1610 in search of a waterway from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific and to the spice markets of Asia. At the time, it was believed that such a route existed, based on Native American accounts of large bodies of water in the interior of North America. These accounts probably referred to the Great Lakes.

Interview of Hendrick Hudson with the Indians, 19th century 
Digital reproduction of wood engraving by Robert Hinshelwood 
Courtesy Emmett Collection, Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs, The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 
Depictions of Hudson in the 19th and early 20th centuries focused on moments considered “historical” by later generations, presenting them in a dramatic manner and imbuing them with an anachronistic importance. 

Model of the Halve Maen (Half Moon), 20th century
Jan Van Laer 

Museum of the City of New York, 64.71

Until the early 20th century, the exact dimensions of Hudson’s ship were unknown. The construction order was later found, revealing that the Halve Maen was only 70 feet long – roughly the size of this exhibition gallery, as demonstrated by the design of the structure in which you are standing. 
Most models and replicas of the Halve Maen include a half moon decoration on its stern. While there is no corroboration for this detail, it is a reasonable assumption, as most ships’ decorations were based on their names. The stern of this model also displays the VOC logo and two medallions—one with the lion of Holland in red, the other showing the coat of arms of the city of Amsterdam with the three Andreas crosses.
(B text)
Further Exploration of North America

Reports of Hudson’s 1609 voyage attracted the interest of Dutch merchants. Several companies sent out their own fur trading expeditions to the newly discovered region. From 1611 to 1616, skippers Adriaen Block and Hendrick Christiaensz sailed the coast of what would later be named New England and explored the Delaware Bay. They traded with the Indians from aboard their ships and also constructed the first Dutch outpost on the continent: Fort Nassau, just south of present-day Albany. A small number of crew members spent the winter in this modest base, living off provisions they had brought from Amsterdam and continuing trade while their ships engaged in further exploration.

In 1614, in an effort to promote new discoveries, the Dutch government granted a monopoly on trade in this part of North American to a new enterprise called the New Netherland Company, establishing the name of the area for the first time. After the company’s monopoly expired in 1618, Dutch trade in the new land reverted to a free-for-all for five more years until a new chartered enterprise—the West India Company—took over.

(object labels)

Report on explorations by the Iron Hog on the South (Delaware) River
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Stadsarchief Amsterdam / Municipal Archives, Amsterdam, 50575 inv. 547

In 1616, Dutch sailors travelled up what they called the South River, now the Delaware. They reported that they “found ten persons, who could understand no other languages than the Macquase language, [which their] first mate could speak a little. And he understood from them that there had never been any ships or Christian people there, except three Dutchmen, who had been captured there in a certain war which the maquaes had fought with the aforementioned newly found nation. They lay there with the aforementioned yacht for about a week and started the first trade with that nation in peltries, namely otters, beavers, foxes and more other skins."
Adriaen Block, Figurative Caerte (Figurative map of Chesapeake Bay to Penobscot Bay), 1616

Museum of the City of New York, J. Clarence Davies Collection, 29.100.2445

This 19th-century copy of the original figurative map shows Adriaen Block’s explorations along the east coast of North America. The map also identifies the various Native American groups that Block and his crew encountered or learned about during their travels. It accompanied the request of the New Netherland Company to the States General for a monopoly on the North American territory.

Model of the Onrust, 20th century

Museum of the City of New York, 60.57

In 1613, Adriaen Block (1567–1627) made his fourth trading voyage to the North American coast. In early 1614, Block’s ship Tijger caught fire and was lost. To continue their explorations, his men constructed a smaller ship which they named Onrust (Unrest or Restless). This was a small yacht of about 16 tons, 44.5 feet long on the deck, and 11.5 feet wide.

(A text)
Lands on the Edge

Seen through Dutch eyes, the area that would become New Netherland had much to recommend it. Robert Juet, Hudson’s first mate, judged that it would be good for growing grain and garden herbs and praised its "great store of Slate for houses, and other good stones.” Some 40 years later, Adriaen van der Donck promoted the colony by calling it “another or a newfound Netherland.”

The new colony certainly had traits in common with the Dutch Republic, including its coastal position on the edge of its continent—a continent that was already being populated and divided by the same European rivals who challenged the Dutch at home. But the circumstances were so radically different that the analogy soon broke down, for in this new land there were native peoples to contend with, forests to be turned into fields, and vast distances to be traversed, in contrast to the densely settled, highly urbanized, and prosperous Dutch Republic.

Yet in hindsight, “old” Amsterdam and New Amsterdam had in common a sense of rapid change and new possibilities. In the early 1600s, the Dutch Republic was itself very new—not even officially acknowledged yet by other European countries. It shared with its colony across the ocean a spirit of transformation, of social openness and rapid economic growth, offering golden opportunities to those willing to take risks. Both were lands on the edge of monumental historical change.

(B text)
A New Nation

The land that sent Hudson forth was a young nation on a new track. The Dutch Republic's origin was a true David-and-Goliath drama, which began in the 1560s when Protestants in the Low Countries, on the coast of the North Sea, rebelled against the Catholic Spanish empire that had ruled them since the early 1500s. In the course of a bloody 80-year war, the northern provinces held off the Spanish and formally deposed King Philip II of the House of Habsburg in 1581. They would not have another monarch for over two centuries.

The area that became the Dutch Republic was divided into provinces, which retained their political autonomy. Moreover, it was divided by geography: the eastern part was sandy and unfertile, but in the west, along the North Sea where the wet land was tamed by dikes and drained by windmills, large cities developed. By the mid 1600s, most of the country’s 1.9 million inhabitants lived in the urbanized province of Holland, in cities like Amsterdam and Leiden. Amsterdam, with some 170,000 residents, became the leading trade city of Europe. Yet the Dutch Republic was surrounded by political rivals, such as England and France, whose powerful monarchs regarded the Dutch prosperity with envy.

(object labels)
Frederick de Wit, Foederatae Belgicae Tabula (Map of United Netherland), c. 1690

The CITCO Collection

This map of the Dutch Republic and southern Low Countries highlights the geography of the area. In the western part of the Netherlands, the many lakes, rivers, and manmade waterways are prominent, whereas in the east the sandy soil dominates.

Salomon van Ruysdael, View of the Town of Alkmaar, c. 1650

Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Purchase, 71.135

By 1573, the Dutch Revolt was on the brink of failure, as Spanish troops laid siege to the city of Alkmaar in the north of Holland. But the citizens staged a strong defense and the siege failed.  The event became a turning point for the Dutch Revolt. This painting by famous landscape painter Salomon van Ruysdael (Dutch, 1600/1603–1670) also shows how the west of the Netherlands, mainly consisting of wetlands with rivers, differs geologically from the east.

Jan Josephsz van Goyen, Sandy Road with Farmhouse, 1627

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Metropolitan Museum of Art, bequest of Myra Mortimer Pinter, 1972.25

The eastern provinces of the Dutch Republic did not share in the prosperity enjoyed by those in the west. This painting of a dilapidated farm by Dutch landscape painter Jan van Goyen (1596–1656) illustrates the poverty in these eastern areas where the land was sandy and unfertile.
Lucas Jansz Waghenaer, Universæ Europæ Maritime (Overall sea chart of Europe), late 16th century

The CITCO Collection

As this map shows, the Netherlands are strategically situated at the crossroads between Scandinavia and southern Europe. The Dutch prosperity and its trade supremacy were based on being able to ship grain from the Baltic area to western Europe at lower costs than its competitors. 

Johannes van Deutecom, Leo Belgicus, 1650

The CITCO Collection

Like many other countries, the Dutch Republic often used a noble animal as a heraldic symbol, in this case the lion. The Latin name Belgica (plural Belgium) was used to apply to the entire region of the Low Countries, including both the Southern Netherlands, still under Habsburg rule, and the Dutch Republic. The medallions surrounding the map depict rulers of both areas.

Hollandsche en Engelse schepen in gevecht met een Spaansch schip (Spanish man-of-war attacked by Dutch and English Ships), c. 1600
Attributed to Hendrick Cornelisz Vroom

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam, A.0145 (069)

Haarlem artist Hendrick Vroom (1562/3-1640) is regarded as the founder of European marine painting. In this work, Dutch and English ships are jointly attacking a Spanish vessel. Supporting the Dutch Revolt was of strategic interest to England, but when the Dutch Republic prospered and turned into a mercantile competitor, relations occasionally turned violent, leading to three Anglo-Dutch wars during the 1600s, which shaped the history of their colonies in the New World.

Frans Hogenberg, 20 Nobles decapitated / Spanish Fury 2nd / Civilians Flee Antwerp, 16th century
Digital reproductions of engravings

Courtesy CITCO Collection
These scenes by German engraver Frans Hogenberg (1535-1590) depict the violence of the Dutch Revolt. In the first image, nobles regarded as traitors by the Spanish are executed. The second shows a mutiny among Spanish troops, who often were poorly paid and who avenged their anger on the population of the Low Countries. In the third scene, civilians flee Antwerp in the Southern Netherlands, under siege by the Spanish in 1584-85. Antwerp had been the cultural and financial center of the Netherlands. Its fall contributed to the rise of Amsterdam.

Placcaat vande Staten generael vande gevnieerde Nederlanden (Declaration of independence from Spain), 1581
Christoffel Plantijn, Antwerp
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

The revolutionary act of officially deposing King Philip II of Spain as ruler over the Netherlands was defended by arguing that subjects had the right to overthrow a ruler who acted against law and did not respect granted privileges. To give its resolution the widest possible publicity, the Dutch leaders issued their declaration of independence as a pamphlet.

Spieghel der Spaenscher tyrannye, in West Indien (Mirror of Spanish tyranny in the West Indies), 1596

Bartolomé de las Casas


The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek 

During the Dutch Revolt against Spain, many of the Dutch drew a parallel between their ordeal and that of the native people in the Caribbean and South America, suffering under Spanish tyranny. The Indians were, a bit optimistically, regarded as potential allies against Spain. This description of violent Spanish treatment of the Indians, written by Spanish missionary and historian Bartolomé de las Casas (1474–1566), was avidly read in the Low Countries, but did not prevent the Dutch colonizers from committing their own atrocities as they built a world empire.
Placcaet ende Ordonnantie Daer op binnen den Landen van Hollant ende West-Vrieslant (Lion of the Dutch Republic guarding the Garden of Holland), 1607
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek 

The Dutch lion – the symbol of strength -- is here combined with the Garden of Holland, a symbol for the fatherland, enclosed and protected. This pamphlet contains an ordinance relating to a property tax.

Head of a Dutch partisan (spear), c. 1620     

Steel, gold, wood, leather, textile

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, 1927

This spearhead was created for display rather than for battlefield use. It is decorated with a portrait of Maurits van Nassau, Stadtholder of Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, and three other provinces. Maurits was the son of Willem van Oranje, known as Father of the Dutch Republic, and he carried on the war against Spain after the death of his father.

Pair of Dutch wheellock pistols, 1640–1650    
Steel, ebony, ivory, silver-gilt
Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Giovanni P. Morosini Collection,

presented by his daughter Giulia P. Morosini, 1932

This pair of pistols would have been carried by a high ranking officer, even an aristocrat.  The term wheellock refers to their mechanism, a rotating wheel that provides ignition. Developed around 1500, the wheellock was an advance over the matchlock firearm, which required manual lighting with fire to ignite. It was eventually superseded by the flintlock, developed around 1600.

(B text)
The Land Hudson Found

Although the Dutch explorers described a land that was forested with oaks, beeches, and many other types of useful trees, the hinterland they encountered was by no means a wilderness. Indian farming, by which areas of forest were burnt down and the land planted for several years with maize and other crops, created a mosaic of forest lands at different stages of development, with a wealth of species as a result. While the coast consisted of sandy islands, the inland banks of the Hudson River contained fertile soil. 

The Dutch laid claim to a large part of the American northeast; the area they called New Netherland reached from present day Connecticut to Delaware. The southern tip of Manhattan, which the Indians called Manna-hatta, was strategically located at the mouth of the great river and at the heart of an exceptional natural harbor.

The area to the east was occupied by the English, as was the area to the south, while the French hemmed them in to the north. Even as the Dutch worked to establish their claim, attempts at English settlements kept popping up in their territory. 

(object labels)
Willem Blaeu, Nova Belgica et Anglia Nova (New Belgium and New England), 1635 

Museum of the City of New York, J. Clarence Davies Collection 29.100.2204

Dutch mapmaker Willem Blaeu (1571–1638) documented the explorations of Adriaen Block, who was among the earliest to captain a fur trading expedition to New Netherland. Blaeu copied some of the errors of earlier maps, such the division of Long Island by channels. Yet the map also includes new names, such as Hellgate and Block’s Island. The depictions of Indian villages and American wildlife are fanciful and stylized and were repeated on subsequent maps.

Hessel Gerritsz, Nova Anglia, Novum Belgium et Virginia (New England, New Belgium and Virginia), 1630

Bert Twaalfhoven Collection, Fordham University Library, Bronx, NY

This map by Hessel Gerritsz (1581-1632) combines information derived from the discoveries of French explorer Samuel de Champlain, the Dutch trader Adriaen Block, English adventurer John Smith, and others. While the Atlantic coast of North America is depicted with reasonable accuracy, the map makes clear that knowledge of the hinterland was still sketchy. It is the first map to use the name “Massachusetts” and the first to identify Long Island as an island.

(Rotation)

Giacomo Gastaldi/ Giovanni Ramusio, Untitled (The Northeast/New York City), 1556
Bert Twaalfhoven Collection, Fordham University Library, Bronx, NY

This early map of the American northeast was published along with Giovanni da Verrazano’s report of his exploration of the area, which took place 32 years earlier. Verrazano clearly identified present-day New York Bay beyond the Narrows, but the flow of the present-day Hudson River is not correct. The exaggerated proportions of several features on the map are an indication of the early stage of exploration.
Adriaen van der Donck, Beschryvinge van Nieuw-Nederlant (ghelĳck het tegenwoordigh in staet is) (Description of New Netherland), 2nd ed.,1656
Amsterdam, E. Nieuwenhof bookseller
The New-York Historical Society, NY
Adriaen van der Donck (c. 1618-1655) arrived in New Netherland in 1641 and became one of the colony’s most passionate boosters. He tried to further the colony’s growth and returned to the Dutch Republic to take his case to the States General. His Description of New Netherland was an unparalleled description of the Dutch colony. It contains details on the Native Americans, as well as chapters on the natural history of New Netherland, including the all-important beaver.

Korte Historiael ende Journaels…(Short History and Journal-Notes), 1655

David Pietersz de Vries 

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

David Pietersz de Vries (1592/1593-1655) made three voyages to New Netherland in the 1630s and 1640s, staying in the colony for a total of about ten years. His journal, published over a decade after his final return to the Dutch Republic, also contains descriptions of voyages to the Mediterranean, Newfoundland, France, and the East Indies. It is an important source for the early history of New Netherland.

David Pietersz de Vries, 1653
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

This portrait shows de Vries at the age of 60, when he had taken up a position as artillery-master of the States of Holland. His journal, published in 1655, was an important source of information about New Netherland.
Jan Velten, American Eagle, 1700

Color drawing (gouache)

Special Collections, University of Amsterdam, Legkast 238, folio 23-24
Jan Velten, American Beaver, 1700

Color drawing (gouache)          

Special Collections, University of Amsterdam Legkast 238, folio 59-60

The Dutch back in Europe were intensely interested in reports of the strange flora and fauna in the New World. Collectors who were interested in flora and fauna often arranged for rare animals to be brought back to Europe, dead or alive. For those who could not afford their own collection, an Amsterdam inn called “Blauw Jan” offered the opportunity to view some overseas exotica. Amateur artist Jan Velten made a total of 265 drawings, which he combined in a volume called Wonders of Nature. 

(B text)
Encountering the Native People

 

In the land they sought to colonize, the Dutch encountered many different people already living there: Unami-speaking Munsee bands on the lower Hudson River and western Long Island; Mahicans, Iroquois, and Susquehannocks in the interior; Algonquian-speaking groups near the Connecticut River and Long Island Sound; and Lenape/Delaware bands, speaking a different dialect of Unami, around the Delaware Bay and River. Living in villages of round or long houses, their subsistence centered on the horticulture of corn, beans, and squash, supplemented by seasonal fishing, hunting, and gathering.

 

In the Dutch Republic, as elsewhere in Europe, intellectuals struggled to fit the existence of the American Indian into the story and timeline of creation, as laid out in the Bible.  The Dutch traders sent home early reports that described the Indians as inferior and called them “wilden” (wild men). Yet their descriptions also contained an undercurrent of admiration, depicting the Indians as “noble savages,” living in a state of grace. And, although the Dutch West India Company instructed its employees to maintain peaceful relations with the Native Americans, time would prove that, as in other parts of the world, their dealings with the local people frequently turned destructive.  The groundwork was laid for what would be a sometimes cooperative, sometimes violent relationship.

(object labels)
Manhattan Island Before the Dutch Settlement, 19th century
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

This 19th-century depiction of the original inhabitants of Manhattan Island is based upon the images of Native American villages on early maps. While the general form of the dwellings is probably correct, the alignment in straight rows is unlikely to be accurate.

 [S3V5]
Een kort ontwerp, van de Mahakvase Indianen[…] (A Short Account of the Mohawk Indians, their Country, Language, Figure, Costume, Religion, and Government), 1644
Johannes Megapolensis 

Universiteitbibliotheek Gent
Johannes Megapolensis (c. 1603-1669), minister in Rensselaerswijck, the patroonship on the upper Hudson River, included this early description of the Mohawk Indians in his correspondence to friends in the Dutch Republic, who proceeded to publish it without his permission. Although the text was reprinted in 1651, this is the only copy of the original 1644 edition that has been preserved. Interestingly, it is bound together with a description of Indians in Brazil, showing the extent to which all things American were lumped together.

Jan Goeree (after Casper Luyken), 9 persons from Virginia, 1706

Engraving

Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum

While European interest in the Native Americans was high, depictions by Dutch engravers like Casper Luyken (1672–1708) and Jan Goeree (1670–1731) often provided a heavily Europeanized view. In many cases, earlier depictions from other regions were re-used without regard for the geographic origin of the Indians. “Virginia” was sometimes used for all of America.
Joost Hartgers, t' Fort nieuw Amsterdam op de Manhatans (Fort New Amsterdam on Manhattan, aka The Hartgers View), 1651
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Museum of the City of New York, J. Clarence Davies Collection

29.100.792

The prominence of Native Americans in long boats and canoes may indicate that this engraving is based on a much earlier view. On the other hand, it may simply be a device to establish that the scene is in America. The engraving was published by Joost Hartgers, brother of New Netherland colonist Pieter Hartgers, who tried to take advantage of the heightened interest in New Netherland in the early 1650s as colonists struggled with the Dutch West India Company for a greater say in the affairs of the colony.
Albert Eckhout, Tapuya Dance, c. 1641
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Nationalmuseet, Copenhagen
New Netherland was not the only colony where the Dutch encountered Native Americans. In Brazil they interacted with the Tapuya, who were depicted by Dutch painter Albert Eckhout (c. 1610-1665). This painting was likely made in Europe, based on sketches Eckhout made in Brazil. The type of dance depicted here is unknown. It may have been a courtship ritual, during which women chose their partners from among the male dancers.

Pot rim excavated in Inwood Park/ Arrowhead, 17th century
Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Heye Foundation, 65.49.2/ 65.42.26
Flaked drill point excavated in Manhattan, 17th century
Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Heye Foundation, 65.49.13

Beads, Seneca-Iroquois, 1600–1620
Rochester Museum 
Some of the Native American objects displayed here represent implements they made and used, such as pottery, arrowheads, and stone drill points. Although they worked in copper, they did not have access to iron implements until the arrival of Europeans. 

Beads were used as both a means of exchange and as decoration.

(A text)
Centers of Commerce

New Amsterdam was founded as a place to do business—owned and operated by a trading company. The colony’s economy at first centered on the fur trade, with some hope for profits from growing tobacco. The single-minded focus on the company’s bottom line meant that there was little interest in colonization or building a permanent settlement. But initially the enterprise was hardly a commercial success for the stockholders of the Dutch West India Company, the joint-stock trading company that operated the colony; it did not become a commercial center in its own right until the company gave up its trade monopoly and allowed the residents to engage in trade on their own behalf. 
In its business orientation, the new settlement shared a heritage with Amsterdam, the Dutch trading capital. In the late 1500s, as the young Dutch Republic entered what came to be known as its Golden Age, it rapidly became the main shipping power in Europe, building at first on the lucrative grain trade with the Baltic. The size of its merchant navy outstripped that of other European countries and Dutch vessels became ubiquitous in European waters. Amsterdam was remade by newly prominent Dutch merchants, who turned the city into a shipping power to be reckoned with, and in the process turned themselves into an unprecedented political force – challenging traditional institutions of authority like church and nobility. 

(B text)




The Capital of the World

The city of Amsterdam, in the province of Holland, epitomized the Dutch Golden Age of the 1600s. It attracted goods, people, and ideas from around the globe; its population ballooned from about 27,000 inhabitants in 1578 to 200,000 by 1670, making it the third largest city in Europe, after London and Paris. Amsterdam’s city government quickly developed institutions to facilitate the city’s phenomenal economic growth. The Merchant Exchange, for which a new building was opened in 1611, served as a meeting place for all kinds of mercantile goods and services. The Bank of Amsterdam, founded in 1609, facilitated payments by keeping accounts for individual merchants. Dutch financial institutions and instruments were among the most efficient in the world in the early 1600s and contributed much to New York City’s rise as a center of commerce later in the century.

The prosperity of the Golden Age had its downsides. Ministers warned against conspicuous consumption. Wealth quickly gained could also be quickly lost, as in 1637 when many attempted to make a quick profit in tulip bulbs and saw their fortunes wiped out when the price of rare bulbs fell.

(object labels)
Cornelis Antonisz, Gezicht op Amsterdam (View of Amsterdam), 1538

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum

This view of Amsterdam was made as a gift for Emperor Charles V from the city’s government, although it never reached him. Seen from the northeast, it shows Amsterdam early in the 1500s, before the increasing economy and population necessitated further developments of areas to the west and south. The river Amstel traverses the city, with the dam from which the city derived its named at the center.

Jacob Adriaensz Berckheyde, De oude beurs in Amsterdam […] (The Old Exchange of Amsterdam ), c. 1670

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Rotterdam, Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen

Originally, the Amsterdam city hall served as the main meeting place for merchants to trade in goods and stocks, take out insurances, charter cargo space, obtain credit, make payments, or exchange information. As Amsterdam’s economy grew, a separate building was designed by Hendrick de Keyser and completed in 1611. As shares in the Dutch East India Company were traded here as well, it is regarded as the oldest stock exchange in the world. The building was torn down in 1835. This painting by Jacob Adriaensz Berckheyde (1630–1693) depicts the Exchange before it was renovated in 1668.

Reinier Nooms, De Paerrel een Oostindis Vaerder, Den Dubbelen Arent een Westindis Vaerder (The Pearl, an East Indiaman, The Double Eagle, West Indiaman), c. 1655
Engraving

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

The ships that sailed to the Dutch Atlantic colonies were on average quite a bit smaller than East Indiamen, the ships that sailed for the VOC, if only because the voyages were of shorter duration. Sometimes small pinnaces were used, but the ship type used most often was the fluitschip (flute-ship), shown in this engraving by Reinier Nooms (aka Reinier Zeeman, c. 1623–1667). The West India Company did not build its own ships, like the East India Company, but mostly chartered merchant ships to conduct its trade.

Roeland van Leuve, sWaerelds koopslot of de Amsteldamse beurs (The Buying Castle of the World), 2nd edition, 1730
Engraving
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

Although Amsterdam’s economic growth had declined by the early 1700s, the city’s position as a world entrepôt was still celebrated in poetry and art. This engraving by Roeland van Leuve (1691–1757) is replete with symbols of trade, wealth, and navigation, such as Neptune, Mercury, and a globe. In the background the Amsterdam City Hall as shown, while the arms of Amsterdam with the three Andreas crosses are fastened to the column on the right.
Plate, c. 1720

Hard-paste porcelain with underglaze, enamel, and gilt decoration

Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1958-93-17

The inscription on this plate, one of a set made in China for the Dutch market, says, “By God, lost all my shares?” 
(B text)




The First Multinational Corporation

Trade and exploration in the new Dutch economy came to be carried out by a new type of enterprise. By 1602, so many Dutch companies had sent out fleets to participate in the rich Asian spice trade that the government sought to cut costs by granting a monopoly to a new corporation – the United East India Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, or VOC). The VOC was the first joint-stock company to have a permanent existence, rather than a charter that was set to expire.  Moreover, the VOC was vested with quasi-governmental powers, such as the right to build forts, recruit soldiers, and enter into treaties. 

The organization of the VOC mirrored the decentralized structure of the Dutch Republic. It had six chambers, or offices, of which Amsterdam and Zeeland were the most important. Its central body was the Heren XVII (Lords Seventeen), which met two or three times a year in Amsterdam or Middelburg. 

The VOC quickly grew into an international corporation of unprecedented size, at its height employing 30,000 people, importing up to ten million guilders of goods annually, and sending out 35 ships per year. Among them, in 1609, was the Halve Maen, captained by Henry Hudson.

(object labels)
Abraham Storck, Inscheping van soldaten bij de Montelbaanstoren (Embarkation of soldiers near the Montelbaan tower), 1687

Oil on canvas

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

The Montelbaanstoren, a tower built in the early 1500s, lost its defensive use when Amsterdam expanded beyond its medieval walls in the decades around 1600. This painting by Abraham Storck (1644–1708) shows the embarkation of East India Company soldiers. Soldiers and sailors were transported in small vessels to the roadstead near Texel, to avoid overburdening the East Indiamen and to make passing the shoals of the Zuiderzee easier. 

Fragment of a china bowl, with the East India Company logo, 1650–1700
Zuiderzee Museum, 13459

The VOC not only brought spices back to Europe, but also traded in silk and porcelain. This bowl was made specifically for the East India Company.

Dagger, 1750

National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden, 360-6021

The VOC sometimes acquired exotic objects for Dutch collectors, such as this dagger from Sulawesi in Indonesia.

Conditien ende Artikvlen van ‘t verdrag van Amboyna, Tusschen d’Engelsche en Nederlandsche Oost-Indische Compagnie (The conditions of the Treaty of Amboyna between the English & Dutch East India Companies), 1654

Leiden University Library, THYSPF 6376

The trade rivalry between the English and Dutch East India Companies sometimes turned violent, as in 1623 when agents of the Dutch East India Company on the Indonesian island of Amboyna tortured and executed 20 Englishmen. The event, known in England as the Amboyna Massacre, led the English to demand, 30 years after the event, monetary compensation for the Company and the heirs of the Amboyna victims. This treaty sets forth those conditions, to which the Dutch East India Company agreed. But this agreement did not stop the English from using the incident in subsequent anti-Dutch propaganda.

Breech loading cannon with cylinder block, 17th century
Bronze

Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Mrs. Winthrop W. Aldrich Fund, 76.9

This swivel cannon with the VOC mark was found at the site of the World Trade Center in 1967. It was originally thought to belong to Adriaen Block’s ship Tijger—as were charred timbers found in the same location in 1916, although subsequent research has shown that the timbers date from the 1700s. The marks on the cannon, which may originate from the same ship as the timbers, indicate that it was made by Amsterdam gun maker S. Crans after 1715. The gun is an example of the armament of Dutch ships of that period and of the enduring reach of the VOC.

(B text)
The Atlantic Company

Henry Hudson sailed for the Dutch East India Company, but the land he found came to be ruled by a new entity—the West India Company (Geoctroyeerde West-Indische Compagnie or WIC), established in 1621 to control Dutch trade in the Atlantic. It took over from the numerous Dutch merchant companies that had already started to trade with Africa, the Caribbean, and South America. Salt, hides, dyewood, and sugar were the main commodities sought from the Americas, while Africa yielded ivory, gold, pepper, and, later, slaves. The WIC continued this trade, but it was also intended to be an instrument of war against Spain’s and Portugal’s overseas colonies.

The Dutch government modeled the WIC on the Dutch East India Company—despite the different circumstances in the Atlantic, where there was in fact little competition among the Dutch firms trading to disparate areas. Like the VOC, the WIC was governed by five chambers. The chamber of Amsterdam supervised the affairs of the new colony of New Netherland, and arranged for the purchase of Manhattan Island in 1626 from the local Indians. 
(object labels)
Jacob Roggeveen Blaeu, ’t Eijlandt Curacao ende de Afbeeldinghe van ‘Fort Amsterdam (The Island of Curacao and a picture of Fort Amsterdam), 1675

The CITCO Collection

The island of Curaçao, off the northern coast of present-day Venezuela, was the Dutch West India’s Company’s central trading post in the Caribbean.  

M. Merian, Abbildung Welcher Gestalt die Spanische Silberflotta (A Picture of the Way the Spanish Silver Fleet was Conquered), c. 1629

The CITCO Collection

In 1628, WIC-admiral Pieter Pietersz Heyn (portrayed at the upper left) achieved the biggest success of the West India Company’s privateering activities, when he captured eight Spanish ships with over 170,000 pounds of silver. The proceeds allowed the West India Company to set up the expedition that captured the north-eastern part of Brazil in 1630.

Octroy, by de hooghe mogende heeren Staten Generael, verleent aende West-Indische Compagnie, in date den derden iunij 1621 (Charter of the West India Company), 2nd version, 1623  
H.J. van Wouw printers
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

The West India Company was founded in 1621, but it took some years before it got underway. Apart from amassing the initial capital, there were difficulties in defining its monopoly—specifically as to whether the salt pans on the Venezualan coast should be included. Only after an agreement had been reached and approved by the States General was an amended charter issued, which is the version shown here.

Welvaert van de West-Indische Compagnie (Recommendations to improve the functions of the WIC and increase profits), 1642
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

During the 1630s and 1640s, the monopoly of the WIC was constantly challenged by private merchants, who believed that they were much better equipped to make a profit out of the Dutch Atlantic colonies. Many pamphlets were published to point this out. A gradual erosion of the Company’s monopoly was the result, and the WIC changed from a commercial company with the added aim of conducting warfare against Spain and Portugal into an overseas branch of the Dutch government.

Bill of sale for one share in the West India Company, 2 July 1629

Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsarchief, 5075/412A, f. 152A

Like shares in the East India Company, shares in the WIC were sold on the Amsterdam exchange. This printed form with handwritten details is the receipt for the purchase of a share by Pieter de Bitter from Isack Casteleijn on July 2, 1629. Shares in the WIC boomed after the capture of the Spanish Silver Fleet, but soon after the value decreased considerably.

Historie […]van de Verrichtinghen der Geoctroyeerde West-Indische Compagnie (History of the Chartered West India Company), 1644
Johannes de Laet

The CITCO Collection

Due to the erosion of its monopoly, the West India Company entered an era of financial difficulty in the 1640s. One of the proposed solutions was a merger with the East India Company, but the VOC did not fancy the idea. In an attempt to show the importance of the WIC and thus persuade the States General to go ahead with the merger, WIC director Johannes de Laet in 1644 published a history of the Company up to 1636, emphasizing the damage it had successfully inflicted on Spanish and Portuguese colonial shipping.

Johannes de Laet 17th century

Digital reproduction

Courtesy National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

Born in Antwerp, merchant Johannes de Laet (1581–1649) fled north to the Dutch Republic to avoid religious persecution for his Calvinist faith. He became a religious leader in Leiden and participated in the Synod of Dordt, which established the tenets of the Dutch Reformed Church. He subsequently turned his attention to the New World and the West India Company and became a director in the Amsterdam chamber of the WIC. He published a description of the New World and later a history of the Company, based on his access to the Company’s records.

G. J. C. Boissevain, Het West Indisch Huys, 1664 (West India House), 1933

Engraving

Museum of the City of New York, 33.225

The original headquarters of the Amsterdam chamber of the WIC was located on the Haarlemmerdijk, in a building rented from the city government. The WIC also built a warehouse on the waterfront at the Rapenburg. When the Company’s finances went down, it moved its offices in 1656 to the warehouses depicted here. The chamber of Amsterdam remained at this location until the demise of the WIC in 1791.

(B text)
The Purchase of Manhattan 

It was just one of countless land deals between Europeans and Native Americans, but the purchase of Manhattan came to be regarded as an historic event of great importance in the 19th century, as New York City grew into one of the largest ports of the United States. The growing mythology included the assertion that Manhattan was purchased with beads that were worth $24. Yet the only document relating to the purchase simply refers to "the value of 60 guilders." Most likely, the island was paid for in trade goods, such as cloth and ironware. The sum being paid is best put into perspective by comparing it with the value of the peltries exported to the Dutch Republic in the same year: about 45,000 guilders.

It is hard to interpret the exchange from a Native point of view. The Indians did not share the European understanding of private ownership of land; indeed it is even disputed whether the group that Minuit bargained with were the principal occupants of the island.  But Native Americans did regularly conduct treaties concerning the right to occupy land.  Moreover, in Native tradition, diplomatic negotiations, land transfers, and trade deals were all sealed by exchange of gifts.  Beads had a special spiritual significance, with white beads signifying a state of well-being and contentment with the result of the interaction. 

(object labels)
Edwin Deming, Purchase of Manhattan Island, 20th century
Oil on board

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Rita Murray Hartstein, 96.13.1

 

When Pieter Minuit became director of New Netherland in 1626, he was under instructions from the Amsterdam Chamber of the WIC to secure land: “In case any Indian should be living on the aforesaid land or make any claim upon it or any other places that are of use to us, they must not be driven away by force or threat, but by good words be persuaded to leave, or be given something therefor to their satisfaction, or else be allowed to live among us." This resulted in the famed purchase of Manhattan depicted here by Edwin Deming (1860-1942), in a typically romanticized view of the transaction.

 

Deming, who devoted most of his career to depicting Western Indians, seems to have included representatives from several different Eastern Native American groups; in reality, only one group participated in the transaction. The alignment of Dutch and Native Americans on the shore is his own fabrication.  Deming’s depiction also seems to suggest that Minuit bought Manhattan almost immediately after arriving at New Amsterdam, although Minuit had actually been in the colony for a year before undertaking the famous land purchase. Deming did portray with accuracy the types of goods that the Dutch offered the Indians in exchange for the right to occupy the island.

Wampum-making debitage and beads in process, 1725–1820

New York State Museum

In Indian tradition, agreements were often sealed with the exchange of wampum, or sewant, as the Dutch called it, using the southern New England Narragansett Algonquian term. These decorative beads were made from two kinds of shells, the white Knobbed Whelk (Busycon carica) or Chanelled Whelk (Buscyon canaliculatum) and the dark purple core of the Hard Clam or Northern Quahog (Mercenaria mercenaria). Among the Europeans, the shell beads quickly assumed an economic function as currency, as silver money was in short supply in the colonies.

Pieter Schagen letter, 5 November 1626

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Nationaal Archief


Pieter Minuit’s purchase of Manhattan was reported in this letter to the States General from Pieter Schagen, who received the news from a ship returning to Amsterdam. It reads in part, “Yesterday the ship Wapen van Amsterdam arrived here, which sailed from New Netherland on the river Mauritius on the 23rd of September. They report that our people are well there and live in peace…They have purchased the island Manhattes of the Indians for the value of 60 guilders. It is 11,000 morgens large.” 

(B text)
New Amsterdam: The Trading Post Era

In 1623, the West India Company assumed control of the large area that was by then known as New Netherland. In the following year, it sent out its first group of colonists—French-speaking Protestants originally from the southern Low Countries. In an effort to claim a large area, these settlers were dispersed, with a headquarters on Governors Island. But soon they were resettled on the southern tip of Manhattan Island, probably in order to limit expense and strengthen defense. In 1626, Pieter Minuit purchased Manhattan Island from the native people on behalf of the WIC. 
In its early years the colony was run almost like a fleet at sea, concentrating on trade with the locals, relying on supplies brought in aboard ships, and with most of the inhabitants in the direct employ of the company. Up to 1640, it remained essentially a fur trading post, with some farming to boost the Dutch claim to the land. But the WIC had an ongoing problem finding employees for the new colony. Even a plan to privatize colonization by allowing large WIC shareholders the opportunity to settle upriver on grants called “patroonships” did not cause much change. 

(object labels)
Drill point, 17th century

National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 087876.000

Iron axe, 17th century

National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 131596.000

Copper Breast Ornament, 17th century

National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 037784.000

Stone Celt, 17th century

National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 86861

The Dutch relied upon the Indians to supply beaver pelts. In return the Indians received many different types of European trade goods, such as ironware (axes, nails, drills). The extent to which trade created a dependence on European goods as the Indians abandoned their traditional crafts to hunt beavers is a topic of debate among scholars. European trade goods are frequently discovered during archaeological excavations of Indian sites, often alongside objects of Indian origin.

Cylindrical Shell Bead, 17th century
Ground, drilled

National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 083244.001
Letter of Director Wouter van Twiller and council to the Amsterdam Chamber of the West India Company, August 20, 1635.

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Nationaal Archief

This early letter by director Wouter van Twiller, discovered in the 1990s, illuminates the state of New Netherland in the mid 1630s and discusses conflicts with the English on the Connecticut and Delaware Rivers, attempts to grow tobacco, Company servants asking to return to the Dutch Republic, and difficulties in maintaining the sawmills.  

It reads, in part: "Concerning the sawmills, it is necessary that Your Honors send both woodcutters and sawyers or else indicate what Your Honors wish to be done with the mills. ... And also Marten Gerretsen requests to be discharged from his service at the first opportunity. Your Honors will be pleased to put someone else in his position for which [we] recommend to Your Honors Cornelis Dircksen Duijster, if he is available in the fatherland, as he is a able person to take care of such a charge. If not, [we] will find another able person for the position at Fort Orange. ... It is also necessary that Your Honors send over a blacksmith who can also perform farriers’ work, and two servants to assist him in horse work." 

(B text)
New Amsterdam: The Free Trade Era

In 1640, after operating as a trading post since its founding, a sea change occurred in the colony. The WIC ended its monopoly on the fur trade and opened trade to individual colonists. This contributed to a population and economic boom in the colony, particularly after peace came to the region with the end of the First Anglo-Dutch War (1652-4). The population, which had been only 1,500-2,000 in 1650, grew to 7,000–8,000 in the next decade, spread over the capital town of New Amsterdam; 16 villages on Long Island, New Jersey, and upstate; and two patroonships.
The early focus on the fur trade yielded to a greater variety of goods produced for export back to Europe. Export tobacco reached roughly the same value as fur exports by 1664. New Amsterdam became part of a larger trade network, with goods imported from the Dutch Republic being sold to English colonies, and locally produced food being shipped to the Caribbean in exchange for salt, sugar, or slaves. Local representatives of Amsterdam firms, gradually becoming merchants in their own right, formed the basis for New Amsterdam’s own mercantile class. 

(object labels)
Cornelis Steenwijck (? - 1684), 18th century

Oil on canvas

The New-York Historical Society, NY, gift of several members of the Society, 1882.172

This 18th century copy of a 17th century original shows Cornelis Steenwijck, an important merchant of New Amsterdam, who was a member of the city government from 1658 onwards. He also served in several positions under the English government of the colony. The painting includes the well-known view of New Amsterdam as an inset, and a coat of arms at the top, which are not included in the 17th century version.

Johannes Vingboons, Pascaert van Nieuw Nederlandt Virginia, ende Nieuw-Engelandt (Map of New Netherland, Virginia, and New England), 1639

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division

This map is likely based on a manuscript map prepared by New Netherland director Pieter Minuit in the early 1630s. The coloring is an attempt to indicate the boundaries between Dutch (yellow), English (green), and French (red) colonies. New Netherland rather optimistically extends all the way to the St. Lawrence River. The Connecticut River is also claimed for the Dutch on this map, even though by the late 1630s that river was contested at best. The extent of the Dutch claim shows the enthusiasm of the era, as New Netherland turned from a trading post into a settlement colony.

Statement of Captain Visser regarding the delivery of three packs of hides to Amsterdam, 29 May, 1653
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

This cognossement (recognition of receipt of goods to be transported) highlights the detailed bookkeeping of the Dutch in all matters, including the fur trade. Skipper Jan Jansz Visser of the Elbinck acknowledges having received in New Amsterdam three packs of peltries from Johannes Rensselaer, to be shipped to the patroon (landholder) of Rensselaerswijck for the transport cost of 20 guilders. The mark on the left is a copy of the merchant’s mark used to identify the goods.

Letter from Gilles Verbrugge and Govert van der Liphorst to Govert Loockermans in New Amsterdam, February 7, 1650

The New-York Historical Society, NY, Stuyvesant Rutherford papers 

Trade between Amsterdam and New Amsterdam entailed constant communication about the availability of goods and the current prices. In this letter, Govert Loockermans, who acted as an agent for the trading family of the Verbrugges, was informed that no further goods would be sent for the moment as the Verbrugge family’s license to trade would expire upon the return of the ship. Verbrugge and Van der Liphorst estimated that Loockermans had a sufficient supply of trade goods for the moment. They also indicated that, in general, tobacco traders in the Dutch Republic considered Virginia tobacco superior to New Netherland tobacco.

Quilled tobacco pouch and pipe, 1727
Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Gordon Wightman, Mrs. John Cadwalader, and William L. Nicoll, 48.250.1a-b

This tanned deerhide pouch is decorated with porcupine quills in a style characteristic of Eastern Woodlands Indians. Decoration includes a thunderbird and quilled raised letters in early German spelling out “on March 4 1727” and “Gerard Bancker.”

Tobacco jar, c. 1750–75

One of a set of six, depicting a harbor scene with a Native American selling tobacco to a Dutch trader

De Drie Klokken (The Three Bells), Delft
Tin-glazed earthenware

Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1921-3-182.a

As tobacco imported from the Americas gained popularity in Europe, New Amsterdam became an important transit port for Maryland and Virginia to Amsterdam. Attempts to grow tobacco in New Netherland were so successful that by 1664 the total export of tobacco equaled that of beaver pelts. Yet the New Netherland tobacco lagged behind in quality. Contrary to what the tobacco jar suggests, tobacco was rarely purchased from the Native Americans, but grown by the Dutch on tobacco plantations.

Inventory of the estate of Gerritje Reyniers, deceased in Amsterdam, wife of New Amsterdam mason Jan Evertsz van Calkar, October 3, 1658
Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsarchief , 5075/1915, f. 930-936

While Jan Evertsz van Calkar worked in New Netherland, his wife Gerritje Reijniers died in Amsterdam. An inventory was drawn up of her belongings, showing that Jan Evertsz had shipped back goods, such as peltries, from New Netherland for her to sell in Amsterdam. Many Dutch women were active in commercial pursuits, unlike most other European women.

(B text)




Diversifying the Economy

As the colony’s population increased in the free trade era, new enterprises and new job opportunities arose. Agriculture became more important as a number of farming villages were founded around New Amsterdam in what are now Brooklyn, Queens, and Nassau County, and along the Hudson River. Many people combined trades, engaging in the fur trade during the summer trading season, and focusing on other activities the rest of the year. Bakers, brewers, tailors, coopers, brick makers, shoemakers, butchers, smiths, tappers, millers, carpenters, schoolmasters, and wheelwrights all catered to the local economy, practicing occupations learned in Europe.

But business was different in the New World. While New Amsterdam officially had a monetary economy, many payments were actually not made in silver coin, as in Amsterdam, since little was available. Instead, shell money (wampum or sewant) and beaver pelts were used as currency at rates set by the colonial authorities. And, in contrast to other European countries, women—both in the Dutch Republic and in their American colony—had a legal status that allowed them to participate in the economy, becoming merchants in their own right. 

(object labels)
Jan Joris van Vliet, De Koperslager (The Coppersmith), 17th century

Engraving

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam

Working in New Amsterdam was very similar to working in Amsterdam, depicted in these images. Artisans used similar instruments and techniques. While in the Dutch Republic quality control and determining the permitted number of craftsmen was the duty of guilds, in New Netherland these tasks were carried out by local authorities. For occupations related to the general interests of the community, such as brewing and baking, the colonial government laid down extensive regulations.

Geertruyd Roghman, De Schuurster (The Scouring Woman), c. 1650

Engraving

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam

Casper Luyken, De Brouwer (The Brewer), 1694

Engraving

Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum, gift children C.P. van Eeghen, 

A15775

Beer was the most important drink in the 17th century, as water was often contaminated and could be a source of disease. 

 Jan Luyken, Augustijn de Bakker te Beverwijk tijdens zijn werk gevangen genomen (Augustin the Baker of Beverwijk captured while working), 1685

Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum, gift children C.P. van Eeghen, A46024

Bread was the most important staple food on both sides of the Atlantic. The weight and quality of bread was closely monitored and bakers were required to identify their product with registered marks.

Hammer and nails used in ship building, 17th century

Bureau Monumenten en Archeologie, Amsterdam, MH7-19/ VAL1

Leather shoe/ Child’s leather shoe/ Awl (iron and wood) used in leather making, 17th century

Bureau Monumenten en Archeologie, Amsterdam, VIJZ-52-3/ WLO-155-268/ NL3-1
Blacksmithing tongs/ Cooking vessel (latten copper)/ Jug/ Pipkin, 17th century

Bureau Monumenten en Archeologie, Amsterdam, MW6-67/ OZV3-1/ KON-16-4/ KON-34-11
Archaeological excavations in Amsterdam have yielded many examples of implements used in trades. Most of these would have been similar to those used in New Amsterdam, of which few artifacts survive. For most of New Amsterdam’s history, its artisans had to rely on imports from the Dutch Republic, as the local economy was not yet large enough to support specialized craftsmen, such as ironworkers and potters.

Frying pan/ Brazier, 17th century

Bureau Monumenten en Archeologie, Amsterdam, WLO-78-12/ WLO-241-89
(A text)



Living in (New) Amsterdam

Descriptions of Dutch cities at home and overseas often focused on defense works—the walls and city gates—and public buildings, like town halls, weigh houses, churches, and poor houses. Their appearance reflected the civic pride of the city, emphasized in printed maps and city views, often large and embellished. The evolution of the town at the south end of Manhattan echoed these patterns. As the residents increased in number, a desire to replicate the world that they knew pervaded New Amsterdam. 
Townspeople built buildings that resembled those of rural areas north of Amsterdam. They copied social institutions from Amsterdam, like the Orphan Chamber and the burgher right. Many landmarks in New Amsterdam were named after those of Amsterdam, and place names came from the Dutch Republic, such as Breede Wegh (Broadway), Breuckelen (Brooklyn), and Haarlem (Harlem). But turning the tip of Manhattan into a European-style town was no easy task. Although the colonists and the colonial government imagined the town as a miniature Amsterdam, its rough, colonial condition and small population created multiple challenges. 
(object labels)
Jacques Cortelyou, Afbeeldinge Van de Stadt Amsterdam in Nieuw Neederlandt (The Castello Plan), 1665–1670, depicting 1660
Process print by Alinari from watercolor copy. 

Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana, Florence, Italy, 49.150

In 1660, Jacques Cortelyou (c. 1625–1693), surveyor-general of New Netherland, drew up a plan of New Amsterdam, the most detailed ever made. Petrus Stuyvesant sent the original (now lost) to the West India Company chamber of Amsterdam. The survey is known today only from a watercolor copy made 1665-1670 in the collection of the Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana in Florence, Italy. As the copy was made in the Dutch Republic and intended for Cosimo III de’ Medici, the grand duke of Tuscany, it seems likely that the plan of New Amsterdam was “Europeanized” to suit the Old World’s idea of what a New World version of Amsterdam should look like.

Frederik de Wit, Amstelodami Celeberrimi Hollandiæ Emporii Delinatio Nova (A New Map of famous Amsterdam, emporium of Holland), 1698
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

By the end of the 1600s, Amsterdam had grown considerably, necessitating further expansion of the city. This map by Frederik de Wit (1630-1706) shows this expansion as concentric circles around the medieval city center. The size of the eastern extension, on the left, was based on an optimistic assessment of the city’s future growth. These lands were not fully put to use until the mid 19th century.

(B text)
New Amsterdam: The Physical City

New Amsterdam grew around Fort Amsterdam, laid out in 1625 at the foot of Broadway. The fort contained barracks, store houses, and offices, and, in later years, the first Dutch church. Other landmarks included a mill, which was built on the heights west of the fort, and a marketplace that occupied the open area to the east. The first streets were also laid out in 1625, and a wagon road developed along the Indian trail to the north. A tidal gully (later Broad Street) was bridged at two places and its banks were covered with sheet piling. In 1653, the threat of English attack led to the construction of a wall at the north edge of the town, giving "Wall Street" its name. 

Homes were at first simply dugout shelters, but the construction of wooden houses quickly followed. Early New Amsterdam homes resembled those in the north of Holland, rather than those in the large Dutch cities, where brick and stone had replaced wood. But other elements of the Dutch urban landscape could be seen in the built environment by 1660, like the city hall, the windmill, and the pier.

(object labels)
Abraham Hosier, The Old Stadt Huys of New Amsterdam, c. 1880 

Digital reproduction of wood engraving
Courtesy Picture Collection, The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundation

After New Amsterdam received its charter in 1653, city authorities selected a building to serve as the seat of government. The city tavern, built a decade earlier, was repurposed as the first City Hall. It remained in use until the end of the 17th century. It is unlikely to have been as grand a building as depicted here: this engraving by Abraham Hosier shows how the City Hall of New Amsterdam was imagined by the 19th-century mind.

Pieter Jansz Saenredam, The Old Town Hall of Amsterdam, 1657

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, SK-C-1409

In the mid 17th century, the growth of Amsterdam necessitated building a new city hall. Work started in 1648 and lasted until 1655. The imposing building, now a royal palace, is a magnificent example of classically inspired architecture with lavishly decorated interiors. During its construction, the old city hall, dating back to the 1300s with several later additions, burned down. It is shown here in a painting by Dutch architectural painter Pieter Jansz Saenredam (1597-1665). City halls functioned as a focus point of public life, the nexus for administrative, judicial, and commercial public activities.

Ludolf de Jongh, Scene in a Courtyard, early 1660s  

Oil on canvas

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, bequest of William K. Vanderbilt, 20.155.5

Ludolf de Jongh (1616?-1679) portrayed a tranquil Dutch scene, with maid-servants at work, a small girl, and a sighthound (a dog that hunts by sight rather than by scent). While the household depicted was well-to-do even for the Dutch Republic, the comfort that it depicts is a reflection of the prosperity created by the booming Dutch economy and one that would be hard to recreate in the colonies.
L. F. Tantillo, Hanover Square, Manhattan, c. 1658, 2007

Oil on canvas

Collection of Collegiate Church Corporation

By contrast to Scene in a Courtyard, L.F. Tantillo’s Hanover Square depicts a frontier town of dirt roads and thatched-roof barns, the farmer and his cow suggesting the level of existence in the small colonial community as basic at best.

Set in the 1650s, this view looking southwest on William Street near the corner of Stone Street is based on historical records and period maps. Modern historical artists like L.F. Tantillo (b. 1946) are much more careful than their 19th-century precursors in depicting historical scenes, conducting careful research on their topics.

H. D. Tyler, Original land grants made by the West India Company, 1897, depicting 1642
Museum of the City of New York, anonymous gift, 26.272

The detailed specifications on Dutch 17th-century land grants made it possible for later generations to create maps indicating who owned which parcel of land. Yet the original land grants do not necessarily provide a reliable picture as to who actually lived where. Land grants were often made conditional on the actual building of a house, which did not always take place in the allotted time. Also, many inhabitants of New Amsterdam owned multiple houses, which they rented out.

Beschrijvinge der stad Leyden (Description of Leyden), 1614 

Jan Jansz Orlers 

The CITCO Collection

Leiden was the second largest city in the province of Holland. Its cloth industry boomed in the late 1500s after the immigration of skilled cloth workers from the southern Low Countries. Leiden also boasted the oldest university of the Dutch Republic, founded in 1575 as a reward for the city’s successful resistance in an epic siege by the Spanish army. To enhance the city’s image, burgemeester Jan Jansz Orlers (1570-1646) compiled a description of Leiden.

Beschryvinge van Nieuvv-Nederlant, (ghelĳck het tegenwoordigh in staet is) (Description of New Netherland), 1655

Adriaen van der Donck 

Amsterdam, E. Nieuwenhof bookseller, 2nd edition

National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

Like Orlers' Description of Leiden, Adriaen van der Donck's Description of New Netherland was a piece of civic propaganda. The work was the most important achievement of van der Donck (c. 1618-1655), who served as schout (prosecuting officer) of the patroonship of Rensselaerswijck on the upper Hudson River and was a leader in the struggle between New Amsterdam’s citizens and the WIC. His Description, which contained sections devoted to natural history, Native Americans, and wildlife, aimed to stimulate immigration to New Netherland. The book drew so much attention in the Dutch Republic that it went into a second edition. 

Model of New Amsterdam, 1931
Charles Capehart

Museum of the City of New York

This model of New Amsterdam is based on the Castello Plan of 1665-1670. Although the Castello Plan provides the most detailed extant map of New Amsterdam, it is not entirely reliable. Archaeological excavations have shown discrepancies with the plot lines on the map. The straight canals are drawn on the basis of Dutch ideas of what a canal should look like, whereas Broad Street, for instance, was actually a funnel-shaped tidal gully. This model, following the Castello Plan, also does not provide information on the land’s topography, such as the heights west of the fort. 

Council Minutes instructing the New Amsterdam community, including West India Company servants, to contribute labor to the construction of the wall, 1653
Series A1809-78, Dutch Colonial Council Minutes: Box 2, Vol. 5, p. 120
Loaned by the New York State Archives, a program of the New York State Education Department

Wall Street is named after defensive works, consisting of a ditch and a palisade (a wooden fence), that were started in New Amsterdam in 1653. When an English attack appeared imminent, the director general and council and the newly created city government together ordered “the citizens, without exception” to dig “a ditch from the East River to the North River, 4 to 5 feet deep and 11 to 12 feet wide.” “One fourth part of all the inhabitants, either citizens, merchants, farmers or sailors and skippers” would be put to work for three consecutive days, while “the soldiers and other servants of the Company, together with the free Negroes” would improve the condition of the fort.
It is remarkable that this document exists at all. It was among the comparatively few items saved after a fire at the New York State Library on March 29, 1911, which destroyed 450,000 books, 270,000 manuscripts, and the entire, one million-card catalog.
Provisional list of financial contributors to the building of the palisade, March 13, 1653

Municipal Archives of the City of New York, Original Dutch Records, folio no. 96 

The city government appointed a committee to prepare the building of the wall, which drew up the following specifications: “300 oaken posts, 12 feet long, 20 inches in circumference in the middle, 300 split rails, 11 Dutch feet long, 3 to 4 inches thick.” To cover the costs of building materials, the city government levied a voluntary loan on the wealthiest inhabitants. The 43 lenders were mostly merchants and included all city magistrates. The loan would be paid off by a tax imposed by the new city government on wine, brandy, and spirits sold in taverns, a power authorized by the decision of director general and council. 
The Building of the Palisades, 1878
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

From 1653 until 1664, the path along the edge of the wall, or palisades, was the northern edge of the town. When building progressed north of it, the defensive works became useless, and they were demolished in 1699. By the time this path, which later became Wall Street, had become synonymous with high finance, its humble beginnings made an appealing rags-to-riches story.
(B text)


At Home in New Amsterdam

The residents of New Amsterdam sought to replicate the comforts of home as best they could. Initially, they depended heavily upon imports literally from home. This meant they had far fewer possessions than their counterparts in Amsterdam—clothing, metal tools, earthenware, and even food items had to be shipped across the Atlantic, which made them expensive. Later in the colony’s existence, more specialized craftsmen arrived, and residents had access to a greater variety of locally produced merchandise.

Although the material culture in the colony was not rich, it was still recognizably Dutch, although in many ways, life in New Amsterdam was more like that in the rural parts of the Dutch Republic than like the affluent cities in Holland. After New Amsterdam became New York in 1664, Dutch New Yorkers continued to maintain their culture and connections to their homeland, only now with access to more wealth and more possessions. Most of what survives comes from this later period. 
(object labels)
M. J. van Mierevelt (attributed to), Katrien van Cortlandt, c. 1630

Oil on panel

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mr. John Pierrepont, 73.230.2

Katrien van Cortlandt was the mother of Oloff Stevensz van Cortlandt (c. 1615-1684), a soldier of the Dutch West India Company when he arrived in New Amsterdam aboard De Harinck in 1638. Within a few years of his arrival, he was promoted to commissary of cargoes.  He built a brewery, married a rich widow, and became politically powerful, serving three two-year terms as burgomaster of New Amsterdam. The portrait is the oldest known painting surviving from colonial New York.

Leaded glass windows, 1663

Each consisting of nine panes with metallic-oxide decoration of Dutch warships

Dutch

Museum of the City of New York, gift of W. Sterling Peters, 41.417.1 and 41.417.2

Several examples of painted and stained glass windows used in New Netherland survive. Some were imported; others, like the enameled heraldic windows installed in the second Albany Dutch Reformed Church in 1656, were created in New Amsterdam by artist Evert Duyckinck I (1621-ca. 1703).

The lower panes contain scrolled cartouches with winged heads on either side and Dutch inscriptions within; the panes depict the arms of the Dutch Republic, Haarlem, and Utrecht.

Side chair, 17th century

Dutch; wood with leather back and seat

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Edward S. Harkness, 45.151

According to donor history, this chair belonged originally to Sarah Rapalje, one of several claimants to the honor of being the first European child born in New Netherland (1625). The Rapaljes were Walloons (French-speaking Calvinist refugees from the southern Low Countries) who lived initially at Fort Orange (now Albany), where Sarah was born. The Dutch West India Company resettled the family and seven others in Manhattan soon after the harvest in 1626.  Sarah Rapalje’s daughter, Annetje, married Joris Brinckerhoff, and the chair descended in that family line.

Chest, 1616

Dutch; walnut, pine, with marquetry; feet replaced

Initialed “L.W.” 

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mr. and Mrs. Luke Vincent Lockwood, 45.143

Dutch households stored textiles such as pressed table and bed linens in low chests. Colonial Dutch craftsmen emulated the applied moldings of such imported furniture on locally made chests, doors, paneling, and window shutters; marquetry or moldings were also simulated by painted tromp l’oeil designs.  

Baby walker, 18th century
Pine

The New-York Historical Society, NY, Inv. 14959

This baby walker is a Dutch form called a "loopwagen." Few American examples are known, a scarcity that is not surprising in view of their delicate construction. Dutch book illustrations and paintings of the 17th and 18th centuries show similar baby walkers and attest to their popularity. Like their 20th-century counterparts, they gave toddlers circumscribed mobility.
Verstandige Kock (The Sensible Cook), 1668 

Jan de Groen

Amsterdam, M. Doornick, Boeckverkooper

The New York Academy of Medicine Library

Although the Dutch colonists adopted some Native American foods, such as maize and squash, they also tried to cling to the cooking traditions of their homeland. The Sensible Cook, part of a larger work called The Pleasurable Country Life, is typical of middle-class foodways in the Dutch Republic and in Dutch New York.

Woman's cap, 17th century
Sides and top embellished with metallic bobbin lace in a scalloped pattern; back ornamented with spangles and padded silver embroidery; edged with frill of starched and pleated bobbin lace. 

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mary Frances Tennant, 2008.5.1

 

According to the donor's family history, this cap can be traced to New Amsterdam to the family of Barent Jacobsz Cool (1610-after 1684), who worked at a variety of occupations before being granted the small burgher right, allowing him to operate as a tradesman in 1657.  In 1665, he was listed as living on Bridge Street in New Amsterdam with his wife, Marritje Leenderts.

 

Efforts to date the cap have revealed that the technique and design of the ground embroidery are in fact 17th century.  The lace may date to later. 

Ruff, 1640 

Dutch; white pleated linen with lace front

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Harry Horton Benkard, 40.114

Whereas ruffs, or collars, were worn in a more prominent, three-dimensional manner in previous decades, by about 1630 the style had changed and collars were worn in a simpler fashion, exemplified by this falling band collar. This one was stiffened with paraffin wax. 
(B text)



Social Life

Many of the customs concerning rites of passage underwent little change when transported across the Atlantic. Baptismal gifts, wedding celebrations, and funeral drinks were all part of life in the colony. The colonists also enjoyed such leisure activities as dancing, playing cards, backgammon, skating, sleighing, bowling, and nine pins—although like back home, these were prohibited on Sunday. Many of these pastimes were accompanied by drinking in one of the many taverns of New Amsterdam. The bawdy, tumultuous life of the common colonists often provoked the ire of the colonial elite, who tried to prohibit behavior they considered out of line with their Calvinist doctrine. Thus they clamped down upon pastimes like shooting off guns at New Year’s and "pulling the goose" (in which a live goose was hung upside down while riders on horseback tried to pull off its greased head). Time was also tightly regulated in New Amsterdam, primarily through the use of the bell, indicating tavern closing time, the start of church services or court sessions, or the presence of danger.

(object labels)
Tiles depicting leisure activities and children’s games, 1650–1700
Showing (from left) golfers, servers, drinker, sticks and hoops game, game of catch, and fishing.

Made in Holland  
Museum of the City of New York, Museum Purchases, 65.25.10/ 65.25.1/ 65.25.2/ 63.95P/ 59.284.2/ 59.284.3

What we know about leisure activities and children’s games in New Amsterdam comes from ordinances outlawing them on Sundays. The list of activities not allowed on Sunday in 1656 included work of all kinds, but also “any lower or unlawful exercise and amusement, drinking alcoholic beverages, frequenting taverns or tap houses, dancing, playing cards, backgammon, handball, ball hitting, nine pins, going by boat, cart or wagon before, between or during the Lord’s service.”

[S5W3]
Jan Havicksz Steen, The Feast of St. Nicholas, c. 1663

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, SK-A-385

Saint Nicholas was the patron saint of Amsterdam and the eve of this saint’s day (December 6) was a popular children’s feast, as depicted here by the famous Dutch painter Jan Steen (1626–1679). No reference to actual festivities relating to this day have been found in New Amsterdam sources, but it seems plausible that some celebration took place. The famous 19th century writer Washington Irving referred to the New Amsterdam church as “St. Nicholas Church,” but this was not based upon actual evidence. Later in the 19th century, the invention of Santa Claus was based upon the Dutch model of St. Nicholas.

Aert van der Neer, Sports on a Frozen River, c. 1660

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Friedsam Collection, Bequest of Michael Friedsam, 32.100.11

Skating and playing kolf on the ice were very popular both in the Dutch Republic and in New Netherland. Kolf resembled golf, rather than ice hockey, and in the Netherlands was played on land in the warm weather months as early as 1500. Dutch painter Aert van der Neer (1603/4–1677) painted more than 200 small winter scenes, the majority of them depicting figures on a frozen river or canal.

Asher B. Durand, Dance on the Battery in the Presence of Peter Stuyvesant, 1838

Oil on canvas

Museum of the City of New York, bequest of the late Jane Rutherford Faile through Mr. Kenneth C. Faile, 55.248

The Hudson River School painter Asher B. Durand (1796–1886) was inspired to make this painting by Washington Irving’s fanciful A History of New York from the Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty (1821), which includes a story about how Director General Petrus Stuyvesant was scandalized by a young girl’s dancing. While the portrayal in the painting reflects Irving’s caricature of Stuyvesant, it does not rest on historical documentation. Stuyvesant was in favor of respecting the Sabbath but he is known to have enjoyed wine, written poetry, owned a pleasure yacht, and kept tropical birds. 

Pair of standing salts, 1623
Silver

Amsterdam: Maker’s mark for Loef Frederiks

Museum of the City of New York, gifts of Mrs. Edward C. Robbins, 66.103ab

 

There is no evidence that any silver was made in New Amsterdam, so any silver pieces that were owned by families there would have been brought by them from Europe, principally as a way of transporting wealth. 

 

These salt cellars descended in the Van Rensselaer family and may have been sent to New Netherland from Amsterdam as baptismal gifts for Kiliaen van Rensselaer, infant son of Jeremias van Rensselaer, director of the patroonship Rensselaerswijck.
 

Tankard, 1696–1720
Silver
Cornelius Kierstede 
Museum of the City of New York, bequest of Miss Caroline Thorn Wells, 49.407.4
  
The early New York silversmiths were principally from Dutch families; the maker of this tankard, Cornelius Kierstede (1674–c. 1757), was a native New Yorker, the son of New Amsterdam surgeon Hans Kierstede.

The distinguishing feature of this tankard is the insertion in its cover of a commemorative coin to mark the 1654 Treaty of Westminster, which ended a two-year naval conflict between the Dutch and the British over courtesy naval salutes and the British Navigation Act of 1651, which prohibited the importation of goods to England in vessels other than those of England or the country of origin.

 

Tankard, c. 1700
Silver; embossed with the Van Cortlandt arms; owned by Jacobus van Cortlandt

Jurian Blanck, Jr. 

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Augustus Van Cortlandt, 57.79

Beer was the most common drink in New Netherland, as regular water was often not safe to drink. Most of the beer was “small beer” with a low alcohol percentage, which kept it from going bad. Only on very special occasions would beer have been drunk from a silver tankard such as this one, earthenware vessels being used as a rule.

This tankard was owned by Jacobus van Cortlandt, a merchant, alderman, and twice major of New York (1710 and 1719), and made by Jurian Blanck, Jr., who in 1666, two years after the English takeover, became the first known silversmith to pursue his craft New York. 
Ice skate, 19th century

Steel runner and wooden base with steel mounts and leather straps.

Museum of the City of New York, Frederick A. O. Schwarz Children’s Center Collection 

Skating was and is very popular among the Dutch, not only as a pastime but also as an alternative means of transport when waterways are frozen solid in the winter. This happened more often in the 17th century than it does today, as a result of a “small ice age” from c. 1450 to c. 1850. Skates consisted of a steel runner, attached to a wooden base, which was fastened with laces to a regular shoe, as in this later model made in the same fashion.

(object grouping label)

One of the very few archaeological excavations of 17th century New Amsterdam sites was conducted in 1983 at Whitehall and Pearl Streets, in the vicinity of what may have been the Augustijn Heermans (Hermans) warehouse and lots later occupied by Cornelis van Tienhoven and Hans Kierstede. The Broad Financial Center dig, directed by Dr. Joel Grossman, unearthed numerous household items, as well as animal and plant remains. Some of the artifacts date from the early 1630s and 1640s. With the exception of indigenous pottery, most of the ceramics were imported from Europe. The plant remains revealed a mix of imported European garden fruits and vegetables, such as peaches, cabbages and beets, together with Native American staples, like strawberries, grapes, squash and pumpkins, which underscored the importance of indigenous vegetables and fruits for the Dutch food supply until the early 18th century.

The “Van Tienhoven Basket”
New York State Museum

Archaeologists excavated the fragile remains of a rope-bound basket or cask beneath the site of the future Broad Financial Center. Aware that removing the basket would damage it, they made a rubber cast of it onsite. Although it is called the Van Tienhoven Basket, it was actually found on property that Van Tienhoven later owned, to the east of the Heermans warehouse and near where Hans Kierstede, a surgeon, lived with his family. There is no way to know who actually owned or used any particular artifact found in the excavation.

Among the basket’s contents is an array of clay marbles. The pieces of blue and white ceramic include fragments of a 1620s Delftware tile and a section of a Delft plate decorated in the Chinese Wan-Li pattern from 1610-1625. The pieces of sewant (wampum) are the only ones to have been unearthed in Lower Manhattan. There are sewing items—a metal thimble, an eye from a hook and eye, and pin fragments—as well as pipe stem fragments, a nail, an iron key, and lead bird shot. According to new recent analysis by Dr. Grossman, the basket and its contents are similar to objects excavated at Jamestown and Plymouth and appear to date from the early 1630s and 1640s.

The Van Tienhoven Cisterns
New York State Museum

These objects were unearthed from two cisterns (receptacles for catching rainwater) that were located on a lot acquired by Cornelis van Tienhoven, secretary for the WIC, in 1653. His family owned the property at least until 1679. By dating some of the objects, such as the fragment of Delftware, archaeologists were able to determine that the oldest cistern was associated with the original house on the property and had been abandoned and filled before 1655.
Among the items are roemers (table glasses), Delft tile fragments, a sherd from a Native American pottery vessel, a key, a button, and a candle snuffer. The two red discs are similar to gaming pieces and may have been used as tokens or counters. The specific dating of these objects depends on the context in which they were found. It is now clear that these archaeological features reflect three different periods, ranging from the second quarter of the 17th century to the early 18th century.
(A text)
Cultural Crossroads: Amsterdam

The Dutch Republic was famous for its diversity of religious groups. At a time when Europe was torn by sometimes bloody religious conflicts, the Protestant Dutch took a pragmatically flexible stance, guaranteeing freedom of conscience—meaning private religious conviction—although only the Calvinist Reformed church was officially allowed public worship. The country quickly became a haven for many religious immigrants. When Spanish forces took Antwerp in 1585, many Calvinist refugees from the southern Netherlands fled to the Dutch Republic. In the early 1600s, English Pilgrims sought refuge in Amsterdam and Leiden before leaving for Massachusetts. Jews left Portugal for Amsterdam. German and Scandinavian Lutherans escaped the ravages of the Thirty Years’ War by moving to the Dutch Republic. 

There was local variation, however. Amsterdam, with a booming population and growing prosperity, was the most diverse of Dutch cities. In many other cities Jews were not admitted, as antisemitism was the prevailing attitude in the Dutch Republic. There was an ongoing tug of war throughout the country between those in favor of tolerating diversity and those who asserted the supremacy of the Dutch Reformed Church.

(B text)




The Establishment: The Dutch Reformed Church 

The Dutch Reformed Church was a Calvinist denomination that arose out of the Protestant Reformation of the 1500s. It embraced the doctrine of predestination, teaching that God had already determined who would achieve salvation. It placed high demands on its members to submit to church discipline and follow strict standards of behaviour.

The Reformed Church was the privileged church in the Dutch Republic, granted a monopoly on public worship. But the young nation sought an exceptional compromise to avoid religious conflict: no one was obliged to attend Reformed services. Indeed, for a large part of the 1600s, the Reformed Church remained a minority church, whose members were to lead by example. Public displays of religion were not allowed, as magistrates sought to maintain an outward appearance of unity of the local community in their care.

The Reformed Church was a formidable political force. But, at the end of the day, its power was dependent upon people who held secular authority. Magistrates had to be willing to enforce strict policies regarding observance of the Sabbath, prohibitions on dancing, etc. On the other side of the coin, toleration of non-Reformed religions also depended on the secular authorities. 
(object labels)
Jan Abrahamsz Beerstraten, Winter Scene, c. 1660

Oil on canvas

The New-York Historical Society, NY, gift of Thomas Jefferson Bryan, 1867.84

The Dutch Reformed Church was the only sanctioned church in the Dutch Republic. Many of the Reformed churches, such as the ones shown in this view, were former Catholic houses of worship that had been “reformed," or stripped of Catholic icons. 
Jan Abrahamsz Beerstraten (1622–1666) frequently depicted typical winter scenes, with frozen rivers, leaden skies, and skaters enjoying themselves.

Frans Hogenberg, Iconoclastic fury, 1566 

Digital reproduction of engraving
Courtesy CITCO Collection

In the 1560s, when the Low Countries were under Catholic Spanish rule, Protestant groups regularly gathered for "hedge-sermons," meetings that were held out in the open because they had no churches of their own. In 1566, militant Protestants forced their way into Catholic churches and violently made them suitable for Protestant service by smashing Catholic icons. This spurred retaliation by the Spanish rulers, which in turn lead to the Dutch Revolt.

An engraving such as this would usually have been published, like newspaper articles, within a very short time after the event occurred.
De CL. Psalmen des konincklijcken propheten Davids (The 150 Psalms of the Royal Prophet David), 1662
Petrus Dathenus

Collection of Hekman Library, Calvin College

The Protestant minister Petrus Dathenus (1531-1588) translated the Psalms into Dutch to encourage greater participation in the liturgy and also to “democratize” it by presenting it in the Dutch language rather than in Latin. His translations quickly became popular among Protestants and were reprinted many times. They remained in common use until a new translation was made in the late 18th century.

Grootere catechisatie over den Catechismus […] (Greater Catechization on the Catechism of the True Christian Religion), 1665
Johannes Martinus

Collection of Hekman Library, Calvin College

The Dutch Reformed Church placed high demands on its members in terms of religious knowledge as well as conduct. Religious instruction partly took place via catechisms—books with questions and answers which young people had to memorize. This catechism was written by a minister in the city of Groningen. The pages displayed here were read on the 20th Sunday of the liturgical year and deal with question 53, concerning the Holy Ghost as part of the Trinity. 

Nicolaes Jansz Visscher, Synodi Dordracenæ delineation (Synod of Dort), 1639

Engraving 

Museum Catharijneconvent, Utrecht, RMCC g01391a

The principles of the Dutch Reformed Church were formalized at the Synod of Dort, a national council including international Calvinist theologians, which met in 1618-1619 to settle controversies over theological issues. The meeting led to the official Dutch translation of the Bible—the so-called Statenbijbel (States’ Bible) —which was published in 1637 and remained the authoritative translation for the Dutch Reformed Church until well into the 20th century.
Nicolaes Maes, Gisbertus Voetius, 1676

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Universiteitsmuseum, Utrecht

Gijsbert Voet (1589-1676, known in Latin as Gisbertus Voetius) was one of the most important Dutch theologians of his era. He participated in the Synod of Dort and later became an influential professor of theology and a minister in Utrecht. His views on strict observance of the Sabbath gained many adherents in the mid 1600s.

Pieter de Bloot, Service in a Protestant Village Church, 1640-1649  

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Museum Catharijneconvent, Utrecht, RMCC s00028

Churches in New Netherland would have resembled simple Dutch village churches like this one, although Dutch artists rarely depicted them, preferring the grander urban sanctuaries.

Pieter de Bloot (1601–1658) was a genre and landscape painter active in his native Rotterdam. He specialized in country scenes and peasant subjects.

(B text)
Religious Minorities in Amsterdam

By the middle of the 1600s, religious diversity was everywhere in Amsterdam, making it renowned—or notorious—all over Europe. Catholics formed the largest minority – 20 percent of the city’s population - while there were small groups of Mennonites, Lutherans, and Jews. The Dutch embraced Anglicans, Presbyterians, and French-speaking Reformed Walloons as members of branches of the Reformed Church.  

Although the idea of religious toleration had the support of some intellectuals, it never led to granting freedom of public worship to non-Reformed groups. These denominations were allowed to worship in “hidden churches,” on the condition that such worship not cause any disturbance. Particularly disdained were the adherents of Catholicism, the religion of the former overlords in Spain, as they were regarded as potential traitors. Other Protestant groups were viewed as a threat to the widely held ideal of uniting Christianity in a single church. Jews—being outside the Christian community—were a special case. From the 1610s on they were allowed to settle, obtain a synagogue, and build a cemetery outside the Amsterdam city walls, yet they remained subject to many restrictions regarding interaction with Christians. By 1650 they formed 1.5 percent of the city population.

(object labels)
Bernard Picart, La Dedicace de la Synagogue des Juifs Portugais, a Amsterdam, 1721 
From Cérémonies et coutumes religieuses de tous les peuples du monde, 1723-1743

The CITCO Collection

This rare view of the dedication of Amsterdam's Portuguese synagogue was made in 1721, decades after the event, which took place in 1675. Portuguese Jews had built their first synagogue in Amsterdam earlier in the century, soon after the first group of them fled to Amsterdam. Over time, they achieved more rights. Even so, they were regarded as an essentially foreign nation throughout the 1600s and 1700s, and only gained full equality in 1796.

The book for which this print was made is by the French artist Bernard Picart (1673-1733) and was the first encyclopedic treatment of Jewish clothing and rituals.

Anthonie van Borssum, Interior of Pieterskerk, Leiden, 1655 

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Stedelijk Museum De Lakenhal, Leiden; Loan of the Netherlands Institute for Cultural Heritage, Amsterdam/Rijswijk.

During the Dutch Revolt, many Dutch churches were stripped of icons revered in Catholic liturgy. The only decorations that Protestants put up were commemorative plaques and flags, as shown here by artist Anthonie van Borsum (1630/31–1677). 

From 1609 to 1620, Leiden was home to a number of English Separatists—Puritans who broke away from the Church of England. They settled in the area around the Pieterskerk (St. Peter’s Church) and may have used the nearby Vrouwenkerk (Our Lady’s Church) for worship.  Later historians have labeled this group the Pilgrims. 
Holy Earth box and ceremonial spoon, 1651

Pieter Cornelisz Ebbekin

Museum Ons’ Lieve Heer op Solder 

Because Dutch Catholics were forbidden to bury their dead in consecrated ground, a small amount of hallowed earth was traditionally placed in the coffin before it was closed, so that the deceased could be interred with sacred soil. This miniature coffin, also referred to as a holy earth box, served the same purpose.

Pieter Cornelisz Ebbekin (1622–1666) was a silversmith in the Dutch city of Haarlem.

Een klare ende duydelijcke uytlegginghe over de thien gheboden des Heeren (A Clear and Obvious Explanation of the Ten Commandments of the Lord), 1617
John Dod et al; translated by V.R. Meusevoet. Leyden, for G. Brewster 

The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

English Pietism, a Protestant movement that emphasized individual piety, exerted considerable influence on the Dutch Reformed Church, in part through the translation of Pietist religious tracts into Dutch. This particular translation is an example of the extent to which Dutch and English Pietism and their colonial projects were intertwined. Written by English theologian John Dod, it was translated into Dutch by Vincent Meusevoet, a family relation of New Netherland minister Everardus Bogardus. The printer, William Brewster, lived in Leiden near the Pieterskerk and was one of the Pilgrims who settled in America a few years later.

Claes Moyaert, Leonardus Marius, 1647

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Museum Catharijneconvent, Utrecht, StCC s00024
While the Dutch Reformed Church did not officially tolerate Catholic services, magistrates often turned a blind eye, as long as Catholics did not manifest their faith publicly. This allowed Catholics in the Dutch Republic to maintain an underground network of priests. Leonardus Marius (1588-1652) was a Catholic arch-priest of Amsterdam. In 1639, he published an overview of miracles that he connected to Amsterdam’s prosperity. 

Diagram of “Our Lord in the Attic” Church 

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Museum Ons’ Lieve Heer op Solder

While celebrating Mass was officially prohibited in Amsterdam, Catholics were able to attend so-called "hidden churches." The location of these churches was often an open secret, with city magistrates allowing them to operate as long as they were not publicly recognizable as such. The best-known of these was “Our Lord in the Attic.” Catholic merchant Jan Hartman bought a canal-front property in 1661 and converted a portion of it (as highlighted in this drawing) into a church, complete with an altar, an organ, and a small ladies’ chapel. It served as the parish church for the city center of Amsterdam until the late 19th century and is now a museum.

(B text)
Dutch Slavery in the Atlantic World

Dutch toleration, mixed as it was, did not pertain to the people they encountered in the areas that they colonized. In particular, the Dutch had little hesitation to use enslaved labor in their colonies. After the conquest of part of Brazil in the 1630s, the Dutch sought African labor to work in sugar mills and turned to the transatlantic slave trade. By 1637, the Dutch began capturing African forts to ensure a continuous supply of black labor. After the Dutch lost Brazil to the Portuguese in 1654, the island of Curaçao became a Dutch transit port in selling slaves to the Spanish. Later, the Dutch plantation colony of Surinam became the main destination. 

The Dutch slave regime in Surinam was one of the harshest in the Atlantic World. Although some in the Dutch Republic opposed enslaving Africans in the 1600s and slavery was not allowed in the Dutch Republic itself, the Netherlands was nevertheless one of the last European countries to abolish slavery in 1863. In the end, the Dutch transported about 550,000 enslaved Africans to the Americas, roughly 5 percent  of the total transatlantic slave trade. 

(object labels)
J. P. Benoit, Pont, ou embarcation (Slaves unloading a boat)

From Voyage à Surinam: Description des possessions Néerlandaises dans la Guyane, 1834 
Digital reproduction
Courtesy John Carter Brown Library at Brown University

Among the Dutch colonial possessions in the Atlantic, Surinam was the one that relied most heavily on enslaved labor. The Dutch captured the area on the north coast of South America during the Second Anglo-Dutch War (1665–1667), and by 1700, it had become a plantation colony, exporting sugar, coffee, cacao, and cotton. The Dutch imported nearly 185,000 African slaves into Surinam. Surrounding parts of the Guyana coast were also under Dutch control, including the colony of Berbice with its capital, also called New Amsterdam.

Willem Bosman, The Castle of St. George d’Elmina
From Nauwkeurige Beschryving van de Guinese Goud-, Tand-, en Slave-Kust (Utrecht, 1704)

Digital reproduction

Courtesy John Carter Brown Library at Brown University

The West India Company captured the Portuguese fort São Jorge del Mina in Ghana in 1637. Under the name Elmina, the fort became the main Dutch stronghold on the coast of West Africa. In the years of Dutch occupation, Elmina sent forth tens of thousands of enslaved Africans to the Americas. The English took over Elmina in 1872.

A Dutch Dialogue about Slavery: The Pro-Slavery Argument

Although slavery was illegal in the Dutch republic, slaves were employed extensively in some Dutch colonies. 

Willem Usselincx (1567–1647), a merchant from Antwerp, was one of the founders of the West India Company. He dreamt of creating a new and better society in the New World and he fully expected that society to include slavery. Like most of his countrymen, Usselincx had little idea of the atrocities that were involved in the Transatlantic slave trade and the living conditions of enslaved people on New World plantations. In Octroy ofte Privilege (The Hague, 1627), he advanced the classic pro-slavery argument, which referenced its role in antiquity, as an alternate punishment to imprisonment or death. He does not directly address African slavery:

"But that those people that are slaves and have deserved death, or otherwise be killed, are granted life, and that they work for it, is not something I consider a grave objection. I also think that many criminals, both here and in other countries, would consider themselves lucky if they could keep their lives."

A Dutch Dialogue about Slavery: The Anti-Slavery Argument

By contrast, Jacobus Hondius (1629-1691), a minister from Hoorn, considered slavery a sin and itemized it as No. 810 in his book, Swart register van duysent Sonden  (Black Register of a Thousand Sins) Utrecht, 1724.
"Church members who buy and sell slaves and trade in such miserable people commit a sin. For these are people of the same nature as them rather than mere animals. Even though such slave trade is conducted by not only Jews, Turks, and Pagans, but so-called Christians, indeed, Dutchmen, as well. Reformed members should not taint themselves with such uncompassionate trade. Rather, they should act fully in fear of the Lord, in order that the money they make will be a blessing rather than a curse."

(A text)
CULTURAL CROSSROADS: NEW AMSTERDAM

“On the island of Manhate, and in its environs, there may well be four or five hundred men of different sects and nations; the Director General told me that there were men of eighteen different languages.” Isaac Jogues, 1646

Life in New Amsterdam was shaped by the diversity of its population. Unlike the English colonies to the north and south, New Amsterdam was not dominated by immigrants from the home country. The population of the Dutch Republic had little incentive to go overseas; while migration to the English colonies was driven by religious persecution and economic hardship, the Dutch Republic was relatively tolerant and its economy was booming. As a result, New Amsterdam became a hodge-podge of people from a variety of areas, what Petrus Stuyvesant called a “motley collection ... of various countries.”
The presence of non-European groups—Native Americans and enslaved people from Africa—added to the colony’s diversity. The colonial officials considered this to be hazardous: they believed that diversity could bring disorder, evoke God’s wrath, and bring disaster upon the entire community. As New Amsterdam grew rapidly from the 1650s forward, it was considered more vulnerable to the calamities that in the seventeenth-century mind were the unavoidable companion of diversity.

(B text)
The Dutch Reformed Church in New Amsterdam

In New Amsterdam, as in the Dutch Republic and in other Dutch colonies, the Reformed Church held a monopoly on public worship. The colonial church was supervised by the religious authorities in Amsterdam, who interacted with the WIC authorities in appointments of ministers. Church organization in New Amsterdam followed that of the Dutch Republic. Local consistories were in charge of maintaining discipline in the membership. Women were in the majority among the members of churches in the colony of New Netherland, but only 20 percent of the population were members, which was lower than in the Dutch Republic. But many who did not want to submit to church discipline and become members still attended services.
The early decades in the colony were marked by conflicts between ministers and magistrates over whether the church or the government was to be the highest source of moral authority. Relations between ministers and magistrates were more stable later on, when Petrus Stuyvesant lent a willing ear to the New Amsterdam ministers.
(object labels)
Provisionele ordere daerop de respective colonen aengenomen en affgesonden sijn ... naer Nieu Nederlant, art 2. (Provisional conditions upon which the respective colonists have been engaged ... and sent to New Netherland, article 2)
From Provisional Regulations for the Colonists Adopted by the Assembly of the Nineteen of the West India Company, 28 March 1624
Digital reproduction

This document lays out instructions to the first settlers in New Netherland. Like the Union of Utrecht of 1579, which came to be considered the original charter of the Dutch Republic, it guaranteed freedom of religion and freedom from religious persecution. Yet in the same document, the monopoly of the Dutch Reformed Church on public worship was also asserted. That monopoly was challenged in the 1650s and 1660s by Lutherans and Quakers.

Jan Luyken, De leeraar (The Minister), 1694

Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum, gift children C.P. van Eeghen, TA13363 

This engraving, one of 100 in Het Menselyk Bedryf (The Book of Trades) by Jan Luyken (1649-1712), shows a Dutch Reformed Church minister giving a sermon. The poem describes the role of the minister as teacher:

He who will lead the people to heaven/ Must himself depart of earthly matters/ In order to join doctrine and life.

And everyone is enjoined to guard himself/ and not to wander in making progress/ one should follow in the footsteps of Christ.

Patent for Hulett's Island granted to Abraham Rycken (Riker) signed by Petrus Stuyvesant and Cornelis van Ruyven, August 9, 1664

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Julian V. N. Whipple, 46.411.1227

The Dutch Reformed Church initially administered poor relief in the colony. This land patent for present-day Riker’s Island mentions a poor farm in New Amsterdam, which was built in 1654 by the Deaconry of the church. Funds for this purpose came from fines levied by the colonial authorities, which were apportioned as follows: one third to the schout, or court officer, one third to the victim of the lawsuit or crime, and one third to the poor.

Liber A (Common Register of the Dutch Reformed Church in New York), 1639 –c. 1700

Collegiate Church Corporation

This record of members, meetings, baptisms, burials, marriage bans (notices of intention to marry), and marriages was copied by Henricus Selijns when he served as Dutch Reformed Church minister in New York (1682-1701). The original was subsequently lost. The entry for September 28, 1642, reads: "Andries van Angola, Neger, en Anna van Angola, wed van Francisco Van Capo Verde." The groom is identified as of African origin (neger), but the bride is identified only by a name that probably indicates her place of origin—Angola in Central Africa—and as the widow of one Francisco from Cape Verde. Many Africans in New Amsterdam, including both this bride and groom, were indicated as ‘van Angola.’

 

 

 
(Rotation)

Liber A (Common Register of the Dutch Reformed Church in New York), 1639 –c. 1700

Collegiate Church Corporation

This record of members, meetings, baptisms, burials, marriage bans (notices of intention to marry), and marriages was copied by Henricus Selijns when he served as Dutch Reformed Church minister in New York (1682-1701). The original was subsequently lost. The entry for December 11, 1650, announces the intention to marry of "Harmen Hanszen, j.m. Uijt Hessen, en Maria Malaet, j.d.Uijt Angola."  (j.m. and j.d. mean young man and young daughter.) The entry states the place of origin of each party. The groom, a soldier of the West India Company who arrived in 1647, was from Hessen (Germany); the bride was from Angola in Central Africa.
Embarkation of Domine Everardus Bogardus, 17 August 1647

Attributed first to Augustijn Heermans; more recently to Peter van de Velde 

Oil on linen

Lent by Mrs. Philip Schuyler Van Patten

In 1647, Reform Church minister Everardus Bogardus was summoned to Amsterdam to appear before church authorities to answer charges against him by Director Willem Kieft, whose administration he had criticized from the pulpit. Kieft had also been called to Amsterdam to defend the Indian massacres and other scandals of his administration. Both men sailed on the same ship, Princes Amalia, and both men drowned when the ship sank in a storm off the coast of Wales.

The recent reattribution to Antwerp painter Peter van de Velde (1634–after 1687) makes it very uncertain whether the painting actually depicts the departure of Bogardus.

(B text)
The "Others" in New Amsterdam

New Amsterdam steadily grew in religious diversity, as economic strivers arrived from many parts of Europe bringing with them a range of religious practices. But the director general and council considered overt religious pluralism a threat to the colony's social stability. An early request by the Pilgrims to settle in North America under Dutch auspices was refused, and the colonial government also tried to exclude Quakers, knowing that they rejected worldly authority and would ignore the prohibition on public worship. Preaching Quakers were punished harshly and were banished when they refused to pay fines. Scandinavian and German colonists tried to obtain a Lutheran minister—an attempt that was suppressed by director general and council. Petrus Stuyvesant also sought to bar the Jews who arrived as refugees from Brazil in 1654, although he was overruled by the directors of the WIC. 
New Amsterdam was much less tolerant of competing Christian denominations than was the relatively liberal Amsterdam, due to a group of magistrates who saw eye to eye with the Reformed ministers and cooperated with them on religious issues. But the West India Company directors favored a more moderate stance and tempered the magistrates’ intolerance, particularly in the case of the Jews.
(object labels)
The Flushing Remonstrance, 27 December 1657
Series A1809-78, Dutch Colonial Council Minutes: Vol. 8, p. 626f
Digital reproduction

Courtesy New York State Archives, a program of the New York State Education Department

 


In response to the renewal of an ordinance against illegal religious meetings, the magistrates and inhabitants of the village of Vlissingen (Flushing) issued a protest, later called the Flushing Remonstrance. They called for liberty of conscience, as guaranteed in New Netherland, and extended it to include freedom to hold Quaker meetings. This challenged the monopoly of the Dutch Reformed Church and contravened the ordinance, so the signatories were arrested, interrogated, and punished. The directors of the WIC eventually intervened on the side of the supporters of the Quakers, urging the colonial government to act with more moderation. The document was forgotten until the 19th century and has only been hailed as a “precursor” to the United States Bill of Rights since the 1950s.
Quaker women preaching in the streets of New Amsterdam, 1657, 19th century 

Digital reproduction of wood engraving
The Granger Collection, New York
In August 1657, a Quaker ship arrived in New Amsterdam. It left the following day, leaving two women behind. According to New Amsterdam minister Johannes Megapolensis: “these began to quake, putting their fury at work, preaching and calling out in the streets that the last day was near. The people got excited and assembled, not knowing what to do; the one called fire, the other something else.” The women were locked up and expelled from the colony after a few days.

Resolution of the Amsterdam Lutheran Consistory in reply to a letter of New Amsterdam Lutherans, October 19, 1649

Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsarchief, 213/19, fol. 81.

Among the polyglot population of New Amsterdam was a group of German and Scandinavian Lutherans. The first of them arrived from the Dutch Republic in the 1630s, and by 1649 there were about 70 families. They were eager to have their own minister and requested the assistance of their co-religionists in Amsterdam. But, as this document indicates, the Amsterdam Lutheran consistory thought it unwise to send a minister at that time, anticipating that it would lead to trouble. The petitions of New Netherland Lutherans for a minister of their own were denied every time. 

Document relating to deportation of Lutheran minister Johannes Ernestus Gutwasser, July 14, 1657

Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsarchief, 213/232

In 1657, Lutheran minister Johannes Ernestus Gutwasser arrived in New Amsterdam. The Lutherans hoped that his presence would be silently tolerated, as was the practice in Amsterdam. But immediately the Dutch Reformed ministers in New Amsterdam protested. Both the city government and director general agreed that Gutwasser should leave straight away. Gutwasser did not follow orders to that effect and went into hiding on Long Island. As the Amsterdam Chamber of the WIC agreed with the officials in the colony, Gutwasser was deported in 1659.

Deed by which Asser Levy purchased property from Jacob Young, 5 September 1677
Ink on paper; wax seals

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Newbold Morris, 34.86

Asser Levy, probably from Vilnius, Lithuania, was perhaps the first Jew to arrive in New Amsterdam, a matter of weeks before a group of 23 Sephardic Jews arrived as refugees from the former Dutch colony of Brazil. He worked variously as a merchant, butcher, and real estate entrepreneur over the next 30 years and played a major role in the struggles to obtain equal protection under prevailing law for himself and his coreligionists. 

Original Dutch Records, Vol. 1, 1654-1656, September 10, 1654

Municipal Archives of the City of New York, 85-40

These court documents contain the earliest surviving references to the arrival of Jewish refugees from Recife, Brazil. Although Director General Stuyvesant originally sought to exclude them, the refugees, supported by the few Jews already in the colony, appealed to the West India Company directors who decided to let them stay on the basis of "reason and fairness" and also because they still owed the Company money. Allowing them to make a living in New Amsterdam would give the Jews the opportunity to reimburse the WIC.

(Rotation)
Original Dutch Records, Vol. 1, 1654-1656, March, 1656

Municipal Archives of the City of New York, 85-40







Although Director General Stuyvesant originally sought to exclude them, the refugees, supported by the few Jews already in the colony, appealed to the West India Company directors who decided to let them stay on the basis of "reason and fairness" and also because they still owed the Company money. Allowing them to make a living in New Amsterdam would give the Jews the opportunity to reimburse the WIC.

The civic status of Jews in the colony was further affirmed when they used the courts to address grievances. In this series of hearings, for example, Jacob Cohen brought in witnesses to testify that a canoe was his, not Pieter Montfoort’s.

Joan Blaeu, Prefecturae Paranambucae (Area of the Prefecture of Pernambuco), 1659
The CITCO Collection

This map illustrates the growing and processing of sugar cane in Brazil. The Dutch invaded the coastal regions of Portuguese Brazil in 1630 and placed them under control of the Dutch West India Company. But the Company gradually lost control of the area to the Portuguese, for which it was vehemently criticized in the Dutch Republic. In 1654, Recife, capital of the Pernambuco province, the last Dutch stronghold in Brazil, surrendered.
Jews in Recife had enjoyed some religious freedom under the Dutch, and after the Portuguese took over, some of the Jews living there subsequently moved to New Netherland, which also served to accommodate many of the fleeing WIC officials.

(B text)




Slavery in the Colony

The number of Africans in the colony, most of them enslaved, remained relatively small. The first slaves arrived in 1626, and by 1639 about 100 black slaves worked in the entire vast colony. Their number grew to approximately 250 and doubled with the arrival of 290 more, the largest single shipment, in August 1664, just days before the English took over. By that time, black people, both free and enslaved, made up between ten to 17 percent of the town of New Amsterdam's population—the largest concentration in New Netherland.
 
Slaves in New Amsterdam had more protections and opportunities than did their counterparts in plantation colonies.  They had the possibility to marry, to own property, to sue in court, and to purchase their own freedom.  Slave owners had to ask permission before inflicting corporal punishment. Most of the enslaved people were owned by the West India Company, which employed them in public works, although private slaves were employed both in agriculture and as house servants. After Dutch rule ended in 1664, private ownership of slaves became more widespread in the area that had been New Netherland. AAAttitudes towards slaves began to harden, and by the 1700s slavery in New York was one of the harshest in North America. 

(object labels)
Letter from Dominie Henricus Selijns regarding the baptism of slaves, 9 June 1654

Reformed Church in America

 This letter reads in part: “As for the Holy Baptism, [we] were sometimes asked by the negers [Negroes] to baptize their children, but [we] refused, partly because of their lack of knowledge and faith, and partly because of the physical and wrong aim on the part of the afore-mentioned negers who sought nothing else by it than the freeing of their children from corporeal slavery, without pursuing piety and Christian virtues.”
In the early decades of New Netherland, some of the enslaved and free blacks were baptized. By the 1650s, this practice ceased, as demands on the theological knowledge of prospective Christians increased. This development ran concurrent with a hardening of demarcation lines between white and black, as slavery increased and became harsher in the Atlantic World.

Receipt for a cargo of enslaved people, 30 August 1664
Series A1809-78, Dutch Colonial Council Minutes: Vol. 10, Part 3, p. 301
Digital reproduction

Courtesy New York State Archives, a program of the New York State Education Department

This document reads in part: “We the undersigned Director General and Council of New Netherland, hereby certify and declare that the bearer hereof… hath delivered here on shore for account of Messrs the Directors of the Incorporated West India Company, Chamber at Amsterdam, Two hundred and ninety head of Negroes, to wit, One hundred and fifty three Men, and One hundred and thirty seven Women, among whom in all were found by impartial Men as selected according to the Charter Party, Eighty nine which were judged to be above Thirty six years old… Done Amsterdam in New Netherland, 30 August, 1664.”
Certificate showing that certain blacks had been freed and owned their own land on Manhattan; used as proof to the English, 1665 
Digital reproduction

Courtesy New York State Archives

In April 1665, Petrus Stuyvesant compiled a list of free blacks who owned their own land. The beginning of the list is shown are at the bottom of the page: “Has been granted and given to Christoffel Santome a parcel of land drawn [    ] wide along the wagon trail 32 rods long along the south side, next to the land of [    ]sopie, 46 rods, behind on the west side 39 rods, on the north side, along the land of Manuel de Ros, 38 rods ....”

The original document suffered in a 1911 fire that destroyed most of the holdings of the New York State Library. 
Howard Pyle, Slave Auction, 1655, 19th century

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

The arrival of the ship Witte Paert with a cargo of enslaved people directly from Africa in 1655 occasioned an auction in New Amsterdam. The prices paid for slaves in New Netherland varied from 300 to 600 guilders, depending on age and gender.

(B text)



Indians and Cultural Exchange

While the West India Company officially instructed its officials to deal fairly with the Indians, in practice diverging interests and cultural differences led to conflicts. The Munsee bands, who had little access to sources of beaver pelts, bore the brunt of Dutch expansion as the European population grew and demand for land increased. The struggle for territory resulted in three wars between the Dutch and the Munsee, which usually escalated from small incidents, like individual murders, to large-scale conflicts, leaving thousand of Indians and dozens of colonists dead. The worst of these, Director Kieft's war, horrified the Dutch back home and led to increased political discontent among the European settlers in the colony.

Yet the Native Americans suffered even more from European diseases, like smallpox, previously unknown to them. Within a few decades the native population in the coastal areas was reduced to perhaps ten percent of its original size. After about 1645, few Native Americans were left on Manhattan and daily interaction between the people of New Amsterdam and the Indians ceased. Elsewhere in New Netherland, trade and contact continued, but the Indians were excluded from civil society as the colonists defined it.

(object labels)
C. Danckerts, Novi Belgii (Map of New Netherland, with inset view of New Amsterdam), c. 1655
The CITCO Collection

This map of New Netherland and surrounding colonies is one of the first to show a detailed view of New Amsterdam as an inset. It pays considerable attention to the Native Americans, depicting villages and identifying which groups occupied which territories.

Wenceslaus Hollar, Unus Americanus Ex Virginia (An American from Virginia), 1645

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division (LC-USZC4-4603)

During the war against the Native Americans that came to be called Kieft’s War, named for director Willem Kieft, a number of Indians were captured. Kieft gave one of them to two Company soldiers returning to the Dutch Republic. They intended to display him at fairs in the Netherland. It may be this poor individual that the artist Wenceslaus Hollar (1607-1677) depicted here.

Algonquin Massacre, 1643, 19th century

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

Kieft’s War included two particularly violent attacks on the Indians. The first was the nighttime surprise attack on an Indian party at Pavonia in February 1643. The second attack took place in present-day Westchester under the command of Englishman John Underhill, who had also fought in the Pequot War in New England. Near present-day Pound Ridge, an Indian village was surrounded and hundreds of inhabitants massacred.

European iron knife blade with Native-made bone handle, c. 1650

Rochester Museum, RMSC 6161/100; 6167/100


Dutch knife with iron blade and wooden handle, c. 1625
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam
Native necklace with brandy roemer pendant, c. 1650/ Dutch brandy roemer, c. 1650
Rochester Museum, RMSC 6090/100

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam
Native Americans adapted European trade goods to their own cultural traditions. The objects displayed here are examples of this adaptation. Of special interest is this pairing of a Dutch brandy roemer (goblet) and a Native American necklace. The necklace, dating from 1640-1660, reveals that the Seneca-Iroquois prized the roemer not as a utilitarian item but as a decorative object.  

Little Nine Partners Patent, 1707
The New-York Historical Society, NY

In an example of adaptation by the Indians to the customs of the Dutch, Native Americans came to accept the notion of written transfers of land. The Little Nine Partners Patent, signed by both parties, was the last land transaction between Europeans and Native Americans in present-day Dutchess County, New York.
Ordinance concerning payment of wages to Indians, 28 September 1648

Series A1875-78, Dutch Colonial Ordinances: Box 1, Vol. 16, Part 1, p. 2
Digital reproduction

Courtesy New York State Archives, a program of the New York State Education Department

This ordinance about paying wages to Indians indicates a sense of justice, but also a fear of retaliation. If colonists refused “to compensate and pay the Indians for their work, contrary to all public laws," it warns, the Indians might “pay themselves, or to avenge themselves by improper means.” An interesting detail in the ordinance is that three different words are used: Indianen (Indians), naturellen (natives), and wilden (savages).

This document was rescued from a fire at the New York State Capitol in 1911 that destroyed much of the library housed in that building.

Dutch delftware chocolate cup/ Pendant made of delftware shard, c. 1655
Rochester Museum, RMSC 875/99
 and RMSC 733/24

Like the other display of Dutch and Native American items here, these object pairings show how the Indians copied Dutch models or adapted Dutch trade goods to their own purposes. 

Dutch cootie [lice] comb/ Native cootie comb after Dutch example, c. 1600
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam

Rochester Museum, RMSC 12113/89

(A text)

 Authority and Resistance 

New Amsterdam’s politics were shaped by the town’s unusual origins. Subsumed under a for-profit enterprise, its citizens were nevertheless aware that they came from a nation engaged in a grand experiment—establishing civil order without a monarch. As New Amsterdam evolved into a settlement in its own right, a dramatic struggle ensued among its leading citizens, the company, and the Dutch government. Residents increasingly resisted the authority of the WIC and began to appeal to Dutch authorities for privileges exercised by Dutch cities. 

The new republic back home was not a democracy. Like others of their era, the Dutch believed that the right to rule came from God, not from the consent of the people. Yet the power of the top echelons of government was not absolute: it was balanced by privileges held by estates and cities. Local communities usually arranged their own affairs and felt entitled to do so, and matters like finance and taxation required the consent of the citizens.

This model influenced New Amsterdam as its politics developed. Both Director Willem Kieft and Director General Petrus Stuyvesant created advisory councils and, as a next step, local governments. But while colonists and officials agreed that Dutch-style political institutions needed to be set up, conflict arose over the pace of implementation, culminating in protests by colonists directly to the Dutch government.
(B text)
The Dutch System of Government

After the Dutch Revolt removed the Spanish monarch, the provinces took the radical step of assuming sovereignty themselves, establishing a republican form of government in 1587. Power resided in the States General, a permanent meeting of delegates from each of the provinces with one vote each, and in the provincial estates or parliaments, where in most cases the largely autonomous cities were voting members.

The States General determined foreign and defence policies, including their financing, and supervised the West and East India Companies. Decisions had to be unanimous, which led to prolonged deliberations. The highest officeholder was the stadholder, who served as the chief military commander. The Dutch Republic’s decentralized state system operated relatively slowly, but it continued to exist until the country was invaded by the French in 1795. 

(object labels)
Jan van Goyen, View of The Hague from the Northwest, 1647


Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, from the Collection of Rita and Frits Markus, bequest of Rita Markus, 2005.331.3
This view of the Dutch Republic’s seat of government centers on the Grote Kerk (Great Church) of The Hague, which was at the time the city’s tallest building—fitting, perhaps, given the importance of the Reformed Church in the nation’s political life. The majority of other buildings in the painting are also Reformed churches. On the left, with the twin towers, is the Knights’ Hall, which is in the courtyard of the court complex. 

Jan van Goyen (1596–1656), known for his views of Dutch cities, was a resident of The Hague when he made this view. 

J. Tangena, d’Arminianze Schans (The Arminian Barricade), 1617-1618
Engraving

Regional Archives Leiden, PV37516

In the 1610s, the Dutch Republic was externally at peace, having established a truce with Spain. Yet it faced a severe crisis internally, as conflicts between Remonstrants (Arminians) and Counter-Remonstrants (Gomarists) over the issue of predestination spilled over into the political arena, pitting landsadvocaat (head of administration) Johan van Oldenbarnevelt against stadholder Prince Maurits. In Leiden, the city government—mostly Arminians—defended the City Hall by erecting a barricade in the main street, the Breestraat (Broadway). 

Execution of Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, c. 1619
Engraving

Amsterdam University Library, [Pr. G. 19]
After the conflict between Remonstrants and Counter-Remonstrants had ended through the military intervention of Prince Maurits, landsadvocaat Johan van Oldenbarnevelt was charged with high treason. He was beheaded in 1619.

(B text)
Republic of Opportunity

The theoretical underpinnings of the Dutch innovations in republican government were provided by scholars at the country's new universities. Beginning with the establishment of Leiden University in 1575, Dutch universities attracted great thinkers, some of them refugees from other countries. They flourished in the atmosphere of comparative intellectual freedom – although the Dutch authorities were quick to intervene when debate became too intense or ideas became too radical. International students flocked to the universities of Leiden, Franeker, Groningen, and Utrecht, and book printing and publishing flourished. 

Although most of the works of these intellectuals were not widely read outside the university towns, the Dutch political system rested on a broad and growing educated middle class. This “burgher class” consisted largely of self-employed men; they participated in a layered system of rights and responsibilities secured in exchange for a fee. Burghers had special protections in practicing their trades within the town, and they also had obligations such as serving in the schutterij, the local militia. The widespread literacy supported a lively culture of debate, pamphleteering, and political engagement. 

(object labels)
Willem Swanenburgh, Interieur van de Bibliotheek in de Faliede Bagijnenkerk (Interior of the library), 1610

Digital reproduction of engraving

Courtesy of Leiden University Library

Leiden University was founded in 1575, as a reward for the brave defense of the city against the Spanish a year earlier. The university used confiscated Catholic buildings, with the library being housed in the chapel on the Faliede Bagijnhof. The books were organized according to discipline, as can be seen in this engraving. In accordance with medieval traditions, they were also chained to the shelves.

Gerrit Dou, An Evening School, 1655-1657
Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, bequest of Lillian M. Ellis, 40.64

An elderly teacher sharpens the point of his quill pen, signifying the notion of practice, as a boy and girl diligently attend to their studies. The standing boy is lighting a candle, which he will need when he settles down to work. The Dutch prized education, and schooled girls as well as boys because women played an active role in the nation’s mercantile life. In the 17th century, the Dutch Republic had one of the highest literacy rates in Europe.
Gerrit Dou (1613–1675) was Rembrandt’s first student and adopted his teacher’s use of light and shadow for illusionistic and dramatic purposes.

Principia philosophiæ (Principles of Philosophy), 1656

René Descartes 

Elsevier, Amsterdam

The New York Academy of Medicine Library

French philosopher René Descartes (1596–1650) spent two decades in the Dutch Republic. His Principles of Philosophy is an attempt to describe the entire universe according to mathematically built mechanics, as an alternative to the Aristotelian and scholastic method. It was first published in Latin in 1644. The illustration shows his theory of the nature of motion. His work was essential to Sir Isaac Newton’s later work on gravity.
De jure belli ac pacis libri tres (On the Law of War and Peace, three books), 1632

Hugo Grotius 

Columbia University Law Library, JX2093.A1 1632a

Hugo de Groot (aka Hugo Grotius; 1583–1645) was a Dutch politician and jurist who laid the foundations for international law.
In this groundbreaking work, Grotius set forth a system of principles of natural law, to govern relations between states, including war and peace. It deals with the issue of just war and had a profound effect on later thinkers.

Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (Theological-Political Treatise), 1670

Benedict de Spinoza 

The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek
Baruch, or Benedict, de Spinoza (1632–1677), a Dutch-Portuguese Jew, is considered one of the main rationalist philosophers of the 17th century. At the time, his ideas and behavior were controversial, causing his expulsion from the Amsterdam Jewish community. Like Descartes, he was considered an anti-religionist. His Tractatus Theologico-Politicus was published anonymously. Further works, including the important Ethics, were only published after his death, and even then were banned by the States of Holland within a couple of months. 

Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn, Beggars at the Door, 1648

Digital reproduction of etching/engraving
Courtesy Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, RP-P-1962-65

Although the Dutch Republic rested on a prosperous middle class, this image reminds us that not everyone there lived in comfort. In many cities, the Dutch Reformed Church played an important role in caring for the poor, with funds partly provided by the civil authorities, usually from fines levied on law breakers, as well as by donations from church collection.

Rembrandt (1606-1669), the most famous Dutch artist of the 17th century, made many etchings during his lifetime. This one, depicting the virtue of charity, was not drawn from life, but from the artist’s imagination. An old man is handing alms to a family of vagrants. 

Thomas de Keyser, Portrait of a Man with a Shell, c. 1625

Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, from the Collection of Rita and Frits Markus, bequest of Rita Markus, 2005.331.5

This prosperous man is portrayed as a collector of shells, a common pastime of gentlemen who took an interest in the rarities of nature. The shell is a South African turban.

Thomas de Keyser (1596/97–1667) was the most successful portraitist in his home city of Amsterdam until Rembrandt supplanted him around 1632. 
Thomas de Keyser, Portrait of a Woman with a Balance, c. 1625

Oil on wood

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, from the Collection of Rita and Frits Markus, bequest of Rita Markus, 2005.331.6

The woman portrayed in the pendant, or companion, piece to Portrait of a Man with a Shell is holding a balance or scale, of a type commonly used for weighing gold and silver coins. The scales are most likely used here as a symbol of temperance. In Dutch pendant portraits of the period, it was common for a man to be portrayed with references to his profession or intellectual interests, while the woman’s references pertained to a virtue expected of wives.

(B text)
Company Rule 
The administration of the large colony of New Netherland was initially organized like that of other Dutch trading posts around the globe. The West India Company was in firm control: central authority rested with the director of the post, who acted as chief executive officer. He ruled collectively with his council, which could overrule him with a majority vote. Together they were responsible for the administrative affairs of the colony, but they were expected to follow orders from the fatherland. All major decisions had to be submitted to the Amsterdam Chamber of the West India Company for approval. 

The WIC directors wanted to be kept informed of what happened in the colony, right down to the last detail, but in many cases they could only exert control in retrospect. In practice, the authorities in New Amsterdam often had to deal with matters as they saw fit. Relations with the Indians, regulating trade, buying land and allocating it to settlers, maintaining discipline among Company servants, and the execution of civil and criminal justice according to the laws of the Dutch Republic were their main tasks.

(object labels)
Cornelis Verbeeck, Een Nederlands pinasschip op woelige zee (A Dutch pinnace in a choppy sea), c. 1625

Oil on wood

National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

One of the challenges of the early years of New Amsterdam was getting colonists to the new territory – a process that started with an often perilous sea voyage. A trip to New Netherland was not to be undertaken lightly. Ships usually left Amsterdam in April or May, and the passage lasted two to three months. But it could take longer, and on some voyages passengers died for lack of drinking water. Other dangers included privateers or shipwreck, as was the fate of the Princes Amalia, which foundered on the coast of Wales, taking 86 lives.

Conditien, die door de heeren bvrgermeesteren der stadt Amstelredam [...] (Conditions offered by the Lords Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam to all those who are willing to go to New Netherland as colonists), 1656

National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek
In order to capture the Swedish forts on the Delaware River, the WIC rented a warship from the city of Amsterdam. In recompense, the Company granted the city a large parcel of land, on which it started a patroonship. This pamphlet was published in order to attract colonists.

Certicate of purchase of land from Indians, laying west of the Hudson River between Bear and Shad island, signed by Pieter Minuit and other officials of the West India Company at Fort Amsterdam, Manhattan, May 1631
Digital reproduction


Courtesy National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam

Establishing a colony in New Netherland meant buying land from the Native Americans. The West India Company directed that all land on which the Dutch wished to settle must be purchased from the Indians, although the Indians had no tradition of land ownership. This declaration certifies that property had been purchased from four Native Americans on behalf of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

Vryheden by de vergaderinghe van de negenthiene [...] (Freedoms granted by the meeting of the Nineteen of the Chartered West India Company to all those who will start colonies in New Netherland), 1630
The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek

The conflict between the colonization faction and the trade faction of the Chamber of Amsterdam resulted in the patroonship plan: large grants to directors who set up colonies (patroonships) at their own expense. In return, the patroons would receive manorial rights, comparable to those in the Dutch Republic. Of the patroonships started under this plan, only Rensselaerswijck survived. In the late 1650s, the WIC decided not to grant any new patroonships.

Gillis van Scheyndel, Map of Rensselaerswijck (detail), 1630

Digital reproduction

Courtesy New York State Library

Kiliaen van Rensselaer, the patroon of Van Rensselaerswijck, never actually visited his patroonship, instead remaining in Amsterdam and paying representatives, among them Adriaen van der Donck, to manage it on his behalf.

In 1630, Kiliaen van Rensselaer paid Gillis van Scheyndel six rijksdaelders (rixdollars) – about two guilders -- for a map of the patroonship on parchment and four copies on paper. Van Scheyndel (c. 1594-1660) was bookkeeper of the West India Company and probably assisted Hessel Gerritsz, the main WIC cartographer.
Jan Maurits Quinkhardt, Jacob Steendam, c. 1732 

Digital reproduction


Courtesy Rijksmuseum Amsterdam


Opening New Amsterdam to free trade did not end the quest for immigrants. Jacob Steendam (1616-c.1673), who arrived in New Amsterdam in 1652 as a merchant, wrote two long poems extolling the virtues of the colony to encourage immigration.

Steendam traveled to many parts of the Dutch colonial empire. He first went to West Africa as a comforter of the sick. After the English takeover of New Netherland, he emigrated to the East Indies, ending up as master of the Batavia orphanage. 

Jan Luyken, Aan d'overkant is 't zalig land (On the Other Side is the Blessed Country), 1689
Foundation Amsterdams Historisch Museum, A42723

While the idea of America as the promised land only came to fruition in the 19th century, there was a long tradition of regarding civilization as progressing westward. This engraving visualizes that belief.

Order of the West India Company to Job Arisz, skipper of the Koninck David, to provide transport to New Netherland, 1641
National Maritime Museum Amsterdam / Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum
The West India Company worked actively throughout the period to bring people to its colony. With this document, the WIC ordered skipper Job Arisz to transport Anthony de Hooges, as well as Johan Verbeeck with his wife, daughter, and maid, to New Netherland in the employ of patroon Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

(B text)

Directors and Colonists 

New Amsterdam politics took a new turn with Director Kieft's bloody war against the Indians in 1643. In response to the deteriorating situation, Kieft created a colonists' advisory council; its leaders used their new platform to launch protest against the Company itself, eventually issuing a call for more participatory government. In 1649, the settlers sent a delegation to the States General to argue their case, making their views public in a document called Remonstrance of New Netherland, accusing the Dutch West India Company of mismanagement. Although the appeal initially received a sympathetic hearing in The Hague, domestic and international politics intervened, and the colonists' plan was never realized.

Meanwhile, the new Director General, Petrus Stuyvesant, moved to give new power to the colonists’ advisory council—having first removed his political opponents. He and his own councilors appealed to the West India Company to give New Amsterdam a city government equivalent to that of Dutch cities, consisting of a schout (prosecuting officer), two burgemeesters (administrative executives), and five schepenen (or aldermen). The new city government was established in 1653, on February 2nd, the traditional day for the election of burgemeesters in Amsterdam.

(object labels)
Susan Rivington Stuyvesant, Peter Stuyvesant, n.d.
Oil on canvas

The New-York Historical Society, bequest of Gerard Stuyvesant, 1922.99

This is a later copy of the only surviving contemporary portrait of Petrus Stuyvesant. Stuyvesant arrived in New Amsterdam in May 1647 and was Director General of New Netherland until the English takeover in 1664. He died in 1672 and is buried at St. Mark’s-in-the-Bowery. 

Stuyvesant was a man of firm Calvinist conviction, who believed New Netherland needed strong guidance, religious uniformity, and insulation from the critics of the West India Company. He engaged in diplomacy with the surrounding British colonies, took possession of an upstart colony on the Delaware River called New Sweden, and saw to the repair of the fort, and the erection of the defense wall at present-day Wall Street.

Unidentified French painter, Portrait of a Man (possibly Adriaen van der Donck), mid17th century

National Gallery of Art, Andrew W. Mellon Collection, 1947.17.99

Adriaen van der Donck (1618-1655) was the main spokesman for the colonists who were in conflict with the West India Company. Van der Donck traveled to The Hague to present their cause to the States General, but to no avail. He returned to New Netherland in 1653 and presumably died in the Indian attacks of September 1655. That same year, his Description of New Netherland was published, extolling the virtues of the new land and urging more Dutch people to settle there.

From the 1930s onward, this portrait was presumed to depict Adriaen van der Donck. Later research has shown it is a French painting from the 1640s, making the identification extremely unlikely.

(Rotation)

Charter of New Amsterdam, 1653
New York Public Library Rare Book Collection, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations
In late 1650, Director General Petrus Stuyvesant and his council decided to ignore the nomination submitted by the Nine Men (an advisory council of colonists) for seats on the council and instead appointed six men less antagonistic toward the West India Company. By this move, the first step was taken towards isolating opponents of the Company. A year later, Stuyvesant and the council suggested that the Chamber of Amsterdam transform the Nine Men into a Dutch-style city government.The Chamber responded favorably in April 1652, and the city government was installed early the following year. However, none of the members of the Nine Men between 1647 and 1650 were appointed to it.

Sword, 17th century
Museum of the City of New York, gift of De Lancey Kountze, 32.512

Donor history traces this sword to Petrus Stuyvesant.

Spanish-type iron spur, 17th century
Museum of the City of New York, L5586

Donor family history attributes this spur to Petrus Stuyvesant. If the legend is true, it is a rare object indeed, for Stuyvesant, having only one leg, would have needed only the one spur.

Tile depicting reconstructed coat of arms of New Amsterdam, c. 1964
Museum of the City of New York Archives

This stylized version of the coat of arms of New Amsterdam shows a beaver atop three silver Andreas crosses. The crosses were taken from the coat of arms of Amsterdam, but the Dutch imperial crown and two climbing lions were omitted.

Vertoogh van Nieu-Neder-Land, Weghens de Gheleghentheydt, 

Vruchtbaerheydt, en Soberen Staet desselfs (Remonstrance of New Netherland, because of its condition, fertility, and sober state), 1650
Adriaen van der Donck 

Clements Library, University of Michigan, OCLC 42287781

This Remonstrance, or formal protest, charged that the West India Company had neglected New Netherland by not investing enough, not sending colonists, failing to resolve the boundary conflicts with the English colonies, and sending incompetent officials. After submitting the Remonstrance in manuscript to the States General in late 1649, Adriaen van der Donck published the text as a pamphlet, presumably in early 1650. In the previous years, many pamphlets attacking the West India Company for its conduct of the war in Brazil had been published, and by giving the grievances of New Netherland a wider audience, Van der Donck probably hoped to gain political support.

(B text)
New Amsterdam to New York

The fate of New Amsterdam in the end rested on the competition for territory between the Dutch and their English rivals. England's new king, Charles II, who took the throne in 1660, was determined to increase royal power over the North American colonies and diminish the trading strength of the Dutch Republic. He granted his brother, James, Duke of York, a large part of North America, including New Netherland. 

In August 1664, an English flotilla of four frigates arrived at New Amsterdam, carrying the first English governor, Richard Nicolls. There was not much hope for the Dutch colony, as New Amsterdam had only a small garrison, dilapidated defense works, and not enough gunpowder. The English offered lenient terms for capitulation and Petrus Stuyvesant mounted only a pretense of defense. He capitulated on September 5, and the agreement of surrender was signed at his bowery (or farm) the following day. Nine years later, the Dutch retook the colony and renamed it New Orange, only to return it to the English a year later under the Treaty of Westminster, which brought the Third Anglo-Dutch War and the Dutch claim in North America to an end. 

(object labels)
Nicolaes Maes, Admiral Jacob Binkes (Binckes), 1676


Oil on canvas

Lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 11.129.2

Admiral Jacob Binckes (c. 1640–1677), together with Cornelis Evertsen de Jongste, commanded the Dutch fleet that recaptured New York from the British in 1673. They installed a new government and left a garrison to protect the city they renamed New Orange. The Dutch victory was short-lived however, for the States General subsequently returned New Orange to the British in February of 1674. 
Nicolaes Maes (1634–1693) made this portrait of Binkes in Amsterdam, where he frequently painted small portraits. Maes, who was born in Dordrecht and studied with Rembrandt, strongly influenced several other artists, including Johannes Vermeer in his early career.

Remonstrantie […] (Remonstrance of the Directors of the WIC to the Lords of the States General about several acts of tyranny and violence, done by the English in New Netherland), 1663




The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek
As English colonists, especially from Connecticut, encroached more and more into New Netherland territory in the 1660s, the West India Company officially complained to the States General. 

Artykelen, Van 't overgaen van Nieuw-Nederlandt. Op den 27. Augusti, Oude-Stijl, Anno 1664 (Articles of the succession of New Netherland. On the 27th of August, old style, 1664)


The National Library of the Netherlands / Koninklijke Bibliotheek
The conditions offered by English commander Richard Nicolls in these articles of Dutch secession were quite lenient: in matters of inheritance, the Dutch were given the right to maintain their own customs and Dutch law would be used in any civil conflicts about contracts arranged prior to the takeover. All magistrates would remain in office for their appointed term. Article 8 specified that the Dutch would keep freedom of conscience in religious matters. Freedom of worship was not guaranteed, but as the Dutch remained a majority, eventually the Dutch Reformed Church co-existed alongside the Anglican Church.

Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, Capitulation 1664, early 20th century 

Digital reproduction

Courtesy Granger Collection, New York

This is a depiction of Director General Petrus Stuyvesant hesitating over whether to give the order to fire on the English ships or surrender, as he is being implored to do by bystanders. It is number eight in the series “The Pageant of Nation” by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, a painter of scenes from American history and is often used in classrooms for lessons on New Amsterdam.

Het verdrag van Breda (Treaty of Breda), 1667
Catalogue Nationaal Archief, 12589.131

Three years after the English took over New Netherland, the Second Anglo-Dutch War came to end with the Treaty of Breda. The Dutch had gained the upper hand in the war, especially through the audacious “Raid on the Medway” in June 1667, during which Dutch admiral Michiel de Ruyter bombarded the English town of Sheerness, destroyed 13 English ships, and captured the English flagship, The Royal Charles. As the English desired peace quickly, negotiations were cut short and an uti possidetis (“as you possess”) treaty was agreed to, leaving New Netherland in English hands and Surinam in the hands of the Dutch.

(A text)
The Dutch Imprint

As New Amsterdam gave way to New York, the town began to grow up into a true city. Although it was officially under the English crown, the Dutch presence endured, with Dutch families, the Dutch language, and Dutch traditions continuing to shape the character of the city throughout the colonial period.  Even after the story of the Pilgrims and the Massachusetts Bay colony became the favored story of national origins for the Anglicized new nation, elite New York families looked back with pride on their own and their city's Dutch heritage, and New Yorker journalists proudly traced such values as tolerance and democracy back to New Amsterdam.

Interest in New York’s Dutch origins periodically revived. The late 19th century revival was characterized as ‘Holland Mania:’ American artists travelled to the Netherlands to find inspiration, and produced depictions of New Netherland based on 17th-century Dutch models. New Yorkers of Dutch descent, among them the Roosevelts, celebrated their heritage by founding the Holland Society in 1885. And in 1909 New Yorkers engaged in the largest civic celebration in their history, the Hudson-Fulton Celebration.  This year on the occasion of the quadricentennial of Hudson’s 1609 voyage, New Yorkers are again celebrating the Dutch origins of their town and discovering the lasting impact of the Dutch Republic’s 60-year colonial experiment in North America.

New Amsterdam passed into history, but the Dutch influence on the endured. Today, New York’s Dutch origins are evident in names of streets and places:  Bleecker Street, Varick Street, Brooklyn, Staten Island, Coney Island, Flushing, Flatbush, Spuyten Duyvil, Harlem. Old Dutch houses survive on Manhattan, Staten Island, and along the Hudson River; statues, plaques, and monuments remind us that New York City was once New Amsterdam; and a remarkable number of Dutch words pepper our American English.

Remarkably, the tiny nation of the Netherlands still has a strong presence in the financial and cultural life of the city. With 210 billion dollars in 2007, the Netherlands was the fourth largest investor in the United States. Five million Americans are of Dutch descent. And the issues that the Dutch experiment tested on the continent centuries ago still resonate today, as New York works to sustain a society that is ever more diverse, adaptive, inventive, and – in its own way – as tumultuous as New Amsterdam ever was. 

(object label)
William Burgis, A South Prospect of Ye Flourishing City of New York in the Province of New York in America (The Bakewell View), 1747
Line engraving on copper; Thomas Bakewell, publisher
Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. William Sloane, 40.421.1

By the 1700s, the booming port city of New York was beginning to look more like Amsterdam than the tiny settlement of New Amsterdam ever did. This view from Brooklyn Heights shows the waterfront of New York along the East River from the turn in State Street west of Whitehall to a point a little north of Catherine Street. The city is depicted on what was evidently a special occasion, as indicated by the large number of ships in the East River and the firing of a general salute. Possibly this was the celebration of the King’s birthday on June 4, 1717. The Dutch gables are especially dominant in the oldest part of the city.

The publisher of this engraving, Thomas Bakewell of London, made additions to an earlier, c. 1718, plate by artist William Burgis of Boston. 

(B Text) 

The Dutch Under the English

In the decades after 1664, the Dutch population gradually adapted to life under the British crown. Many of the Dutch families prospered, held high civic offices, and intermarried with the English. But they retained their connection to their roots. In fact, Dutch identity may have been more pronounced among the colonial Dutch than among the inhabitants of the Dutch Republic, many of whom were not confronted with a foreign “other” on a regular basis. 

One of the most persistent elements of Dutch culture was language, which became a focus of Dutch ethnic identity and was spoken well into the 19th century, especially in rural parts of upstate New York.  Dutch Reformed Church services were conducted in Dutch until 1764, and the church remained under the supervision of the Amsterdam classis until 1772. 

(object labels)
Charter of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of the City of New York, 1696

The Collegiate Churches of New York City

On May 11, 1696, King William III of England issued a charter to the Dutch Reformed Church in New York. The charter granted the church many rights, but the most important was the confirmation of the right to exist, separate from the "official" Church of England. Now known as the Collegiate Church, the corporation, the oldest in the United States, consists of four churches in Manhattan.
William Burgis, The New Dutch Church (The Rip Van Dam View), 1731
Line engraving on copper

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. James Garretson, 55.249.1

The first print to depict a true New York City street scene, this view was probably made in 1731. It shows the Garden Street Church, erected in 1693 at the corner of present-day Nassau and Liberty Streets, which superseded the original Church in the Fort. Church services were conducted in Dutch as late as 1764.

De Trap der Jeugd (Steps of Youth), 1734-1742
Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Julia Brinckerhoff Clapp, 33.63.2

This book is inscribed on the inside back cover, “Catherine Haring Her Book, 1742 / S.S. Book Given 12 Day of May.” Written in Dutch, it contains lessons in reading, arithmetic, and deportment, all couched in religious terms.

John Schermerhorn Bussing, 1833
Portrait miniature by Nathaniel Rogers; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Miss Mary Bussing, 32.451.2
Born in New York City, John Schermerhorn Bussing (1802-1864) was a merchant, an elder in the Reformed Dutch Church, and a member of the Saint Nicholas Society. He was also a trustee of the New York Public School Society and of the New York Life Insurance Company.

Mrs. Ann(a) Van Nest Bussing, 1833 

Portrait miniature by Nathaniel Rogers; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Miss Mary Bussing, 32.451.3

Most Dutch residents of New Netherland remained after 1664, choosing not to return to the Dutch Republic. Gradually, they learned English and adapted to the English form of government.

Anna Van Nest Bussing (1811–1905) was a descendant of one who remained—Pieter van Nest, who arrived in New Netherland in 1647 and settled in Brooklyn in 1663.
Abraham De Peyster 

Portrait miniature; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. De Peyster Hosmer, 40.108.69

Abraham De Peyster (1798–1836) also descended from a resident of New Amsterdam. That forbear, also named Abraham De Peyster, was born in New Amsterdam but worked for nine years on the family farm in the Dutch Republic before returning to the city of his birth, now under British control, in 1684. He subsequently held almost all of the important colonial offices.
Pierre Van Cortlandt 

Portrait miniature by Abraham Delancy; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, bequest of Joseph B. Brenauer, 46.229.27

Pierre Van Cortlandt (1742–1840) was a descendant of Oloff Stevensz van Cortlandt, who arrived in New Netherland in 1636 as a soldier of the WIC. Pierre’s marriage in 1801 to Catherine Clinton, daughter of New York Governor George Clinton, was one of the most important in a long series of alliances that united the old Dutch aristocracy with the newer English families.
Mrs. Stephen Van Rensselaer (nee Harriet Bayard)
Portrait miniature, watercolor on cardboard

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Bayard James, 50.142.2

Harriet Bayard married into another early New Netherland family, the Van Rensselaers. The Van Rensselaers trace their American line back to Killiaen van Rensselaer, master of the patroonship Rensselaerswijck on the Upper Hudson.

Jan Cornelis Van Den Heuvel, c. 1794

Portrait miniature by Walter Robertson; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of Mrs. Charles B. Martin, 63.169

Dutch immigration to New York did not end after the English takeover. Jan Cornelis (1742-1826) left the Netherlands after his father’s death because he was a younger son and not in line for his father’s positions or property. He arrived in New York around 1790 and married Charlotte Apthorp in 1794. The couple built a country estate at present-day Broadway and West End Avenue, 78th to 79th Streets.
George Stevens Schermerhorn 

Portrait miniature by John Brewster Jr.; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Estate of Constance Schermerhorn Skillin, 83.137.4

With his brother Horatio, George Stevens Schermerhorn (1807–1885)  operated the firm of H&GS Schermerhorn and Company, ship chandlers, about 1834. They were apparently related to the merchant Peter Schermerhorn, who in 1811-1812 built a group of 12 brick warehouses on Fulton Street, from South Street up to Front Street, which is today known as Schermerhorn Row. 

John Peter Schermerhorn, 1837
Portrait miniature by Savinien E. Dubourjal; watercolor on ivory

Museum of the City of New York, gift of the Estate of Constance Schermerhorn Skillin, 83.137.1

John Peter Schermerhorn (1795-1853) graduated from Columbia School of Medicine in 1831 and worked as a physician in New York City. 

(B text) 

The 1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration 

In 1909, New Yorkers celebrated the tricentennial of Hudson's 1609 voyage jointly with the centennial of the first sailing of a commercial steamboat on the river, in 1807. The aim of the celebration was to educate the general public, particularly the huge wave of new immigrants, in American history and to celebrate the role in that history of New York City—recently become Greater New York with the consolidation of the five boroughs.  It was also an occasion to display new technologies, such as electric light. 

Half a million people visited New York to witness the Hudson-Fulton spectacular, the centerpiece of which was a naval parade on the Hudson River featuring replicas of Hudson’s Halve Maen and Fulton’s Clermont. Ten thousand motorists jammed Riverside Drive as well as the roofs of the city’s tallest buildings—Times, MetLife, and Singer.

The Edison Electric Company covered the Brooklyn Bridge with 13,000 incandescent lamps. It was estimated that between 1,000,000 and 1,500,000 incandescent lights, 7,000 arc lights, and 3,000 flare arcs outlined the city’s bridges, streets, and buildings to make “the town and its environs one glorious beam of light, to turn night into day as far as possible,” as The New York Times reported.

(object labels)
Postcards of floats in the Hudson-Fulton Historical Parade

Museum of the City of New York Print Archives

The 1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration included a Naval Parade on the Hudson River, an Historical Parade, a Military Parade, and a Carnival Parade. These postcards represent 50 of the 54 floats in the Historical Parade.  

Medals, Hudson-Fulton Celebration, 1909 

Museum of the City of New York, Collection of Prints and Photographs

Postcards, Hudson-Fulton Celebration, 1909 
Museum of the City of New York, Collection of Prints and Photographs

Ribbon, Hudson-Fulton Celebration, New York City, Sept. 26, 1909

Museum of the City of New York, Collection of Prints and Photographs

Banquet Programs, Hudson-Fulton Celebration, 1909

Museum of the City of New York, Collection of Prints and Photographs

Booklet, Holland-Manhattan Song Cycle, 1909
Museum of the City of New York, Manuscripts and Ephemera

Programme, Hudson-Fulton Celebration, 1909
Digital reproduction

Courtesy Museum of the City of New York, Manuscripts and Ephemera

Sea chest (with key of Henry Hudson’s possessive) 1850-1900
The New-York Historical Society, NY, gift of the Half Moon Committee INV.8768

Henry Hudson achieved immortality soon after his death, for the discovery of the river and bay named after him. In the 1800s, Hudson’s fame reached further heights, spurring many depictions of the man, all fictional as no contemporary portrait is known. The invention of tradition did not stop at Hudson’s likeness, as objects such as the sea chest displayed here were often presented as real; the key is believed to be traceable to Hudson himself.


